
Join us for our Teach Love Giving Tuesday campaign from 
November 16th to November 30th. Giving Tuesday, a global 
generosity movement unleashing the power of radical giving, is 
scheduled this year for November 30th. Our two week campaign 
will allow supporters of Boys Town to have more than just one 
day to come together with their family, friends, and networks to 
support our Behavioral Health Clinic.

For 30 years, Boys Town South Florida has been providing life-
changing care to more than 60,000 children. This care includes 
preventative services to help children and families build better 
relationships, access mental health services through our 
Behavioral Health Clinic, deal with youth misbehavior, access 
school-based services, and link to support services. These 
services and programs touch the lives of thousands of children 
and families in South Florida each year.

Champions make a difference! We invite businesses in our 
community to become a champion and give their employees 
the opportunity to help provide healing and hope to children 
and families in South Florida. 

To become a champion, please visit BTSoFl.givesmart.com or 
email rachael.solano@boystown.org for further information.
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“The work 
will continue...”

–  Father Edward J. Flanagan,  
Founder of Boys Town

GIVING TUESDAY: 
Peer-to-Peer Campaign November 16th Through November 30th 

Matching Gift Challenge  
Your gift will have twice the impact thanks 
to a $5,000 matching gift challenge from

HELP US  
REACH OUR 

$15,000  
GOAL



When Lucas was just five, his kindergarten teacher approached 
me after three months of school and suggested my son might 
benefit from a behavior assessment due to his high energy level 
and lack of focus in the classroom. After a couple of evaluations 
with a pediatrician and a child psychologist, there it was, 
the acronyms that I had often read about – ADHD (Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder). The pediatrician made a few 
recommendations, but as parents we were lost not knowing 
where to begin to be able to help our son. We noticed Lucas had 
some difficulty keeping friends because he often said things that 
were hurtful, or he was too loud and intense. I felt frustrated. 
Soon I learned that the ADHD journey is a trial-and-error process 
because each child responds differently to treatments. For three 
years, my husband and I read books about ADHD, talked with 
other parents facing similar journeys, researched published 
papers about ADHD treatments, and tried a few of them without 
much success. Meanwhile, Lucas started taking medication, 
which helped him focus and to be less active during the school 
hours. However, the medicine is not the solution, it is only one 
element of the treatment. Like for anything related to a child, 
the real work starts at home with the parents/caregivers, who 
cannot do it alone. The biggest life-changing option that has 
helped our family unit considerably is the Boys Town Behavior 
Health Clinic. Dr. Ryan Eagan, our child psychologist, has been 
an amazing resource to learn about parenting skills and how 
to implement them in an effective way to support our son’s 
development and behavioral health, and above all to help 
our family create healthy routines. While the ADHD diagnosis 
is related to our youngest son, his behavior affects our whole 

family dynamic, and we all need to be aware of our actions to 
keep helping Lucas. I am grateful for Dr. Eagan’s assistance in 
figuring out behavior problems and for his guidance to help us 
avoid and/or cope with them in the future.

(This story was written by a mom whose son’s name has been 
changed for privacy reasons.)

Damaris Smith contacted Nick Janes, her Care 
Coordination Services Consultant, to share her efforts 
to secure back-to-school supplies to help Boys Town 
South Florida families. Damaris had spread the word 
to her co-workers at Conduent, sharing all the great 
services offered to children and families in the community. 
Together, Damaris and her co-workers worked around the 
clock for two months scheduling all types of activities to 
help raise money and donate to the cause. Damaris and 
her amazing co-workers did not only make a generous 
donation of school supplies, but Conduent also presented 
our executive director, Bethany Lacey, with a check in the 
amount of $2,000. We are truly grateful for all the support.

“My experience has been so  
positive that I feel selfish by not 

sharing with everybody.” 
— DAMARIS SMITH

BEING THE  
CONDUENT OF GOOD

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CLINIC:  
A life changing service 



“The Ohana Salty Classic KDW Fishing Tournament was a huge 
success! We are grateful for all the support from our sponsors, 
partners, volunteers, and donors! Event proceeds benefit the 
children and families of Boys Town South Florida,” said  
Boys Town South Florida Executive Director Bethany Lacey.

The Ohana Salty Classic fundraising event was a great way to 
entertain and educate local community members about  
Boys Town services and how they strengthen children and families 
through life-changing care. Comprised of two days of South Florida 
sun, fun, food, and fishing, the Ohana Salty Classic took place on 
September 3 & 4, 2021, at the beautiful Sailfish Marina, located in 
Singer Island, Florida.

Festivities began on Friday with a kickoff party and meeting of the 
captains. The International Game Fish Association (IGFA) partnered 
with the Ohana Salty Classic and hosted an interactive educational 
kids fishing clinic where children learned about basic tackle, knot 
tying, conservation, environmental stewardship, casting, and 
angling safety. Each child participant received a fishing rod and 
reel donated by the Palm Beach County Fishing Foundation. Upon 
completion of the fun-filled class, the children headed to the south 
dock to test their fishing skills.

On Saturday morning, The Ohana Salty Classic officially began 
with ‘lines-in’ at 7 a.m., followed by eight competitive hours of 
saltwater sport fishing. As the afternoon heated up, Sailfish Marina 
was the place to be as the Salty Classic teams returned to the docks 
with their catch! A good crowd joined the interactive and exciting 
afternoon at the weigh-ins. And the fun didn’t end there! A Hawaiian 
luau followed with a welcome by Boys Town South Florida’s 
Executive Director Bethany Lacey. While delicious food was being 

OHANA SALTY CLASSIC — KDW FISHING TOURNAMENT

served, the Aloha Islanders put on a fun and interactive performance 
that had little ones and the young at heart dancing away! The event 
culminated with the presentation of tournament awards to top 
anglers. Complete with a prize-filled auction, Hawaiian hula dancers, 
flame throwers, and fun music, the Salty Classic Hawaiian Luau was 
the perfect way to round out the eventful day.

A big thank you goes out to our top sponsors including Florida Power 
and Light, Carlton Fields, RJM Homes, and Sailfish Marina. Also, thank 
you to our additional sponsors, partners, volunteers, and donors. 
Through our compassionate guidance and effective care, children and 
families find the strength to rise above their challenging circumstances 
and find a brighter future. With your help, reaching our goals is 
possible. Thank you for being part of our mission of changing the way 
America cares for children and families.
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Since opening in 1991, Boys Town South Florida has 
impacted the lives of 60,000 children through life-changing 
care to area youth and families. This care includes behavior 
and mental health, social and emotional support for families 
with children, positive parent-child interactions, home visits 
for families focusing on language and pre-literacy skills, 
improvement in students’ adjustment to school, and  
parent training. 

 For more great stories, visit
        BOYSTOWN.ORG/SOUTH-FLORIDA

Daniela Mesquita  
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

561-612-6007 
daniela.mesquita@boystown.org 

Like us at facebook.com/BoysTownSouthFlorida

YOUR SUPPORT HELPS CHILDREN AND FAMILIES IN OUR 
COMMUNITY RECEIVE LIFE CHANGING SERVICES:
» Behavioral Health Clinic offers outpatient 

services for children of all ages through individual therapy,  
family therapy, and psychological evaluations.

» In-Home Family Services empower moms and dads by 
teaching them new parent skills right in their homes,  
providing emotional support 24/7, and linking them to 
community resources.

» Care Coordination Services provide a lifeline for children 
suffering from mental health issues by connecting them with 
programs or resources that can provide the best care.

» Common Sense Parenting® classes for parents and caregivers 
help them learn resources and provide tools to better guide their 
children and create a positive family environment.

» ParentChild+ provides home visits for families with 2- and 
3-year-olds, focusing on language and preliteracy skills, as well 
as positive parent-child interaction.

» Primary Project helps more than 600 students every year in 
select Palm Beach County elementary schools improve their 
adjustment to school and enhance their social and emotional 
well-being.

“When you help a child today,  
you write the history of tomorrow.”

— FATHER EDWARD J. FLANAGAN                                                                                                                               
BOYS TOWN FOUNDER

Rachael Solano
DONOR RELATIONS SPECIALIST

561-612-6008
rachael.solano@boystown.org

BOARD SPOTLIGHT: ALEX BOURNIQUE                  
Why did you become involved with Boys Town  
South Florida?     

“I am originally from South Florida, and over the last several 
years, I was away for my job. Once I moved back in the 
summer of 2021, I knew I wanted to give some of my time 
to the community and be a good neighbor. The Boys Town 
mission was a perfect fit where I feel I can make a difference 
and I couldn’t be more excited.”
Alex is originally from Vero Beach, Florida. Mr. Bournique  
currently works for Siemens Energy (OTCMKTS: SMEGF), 
serving as the Southeast Region Vice President of Sales. 

His office is based out of 
Jupiter, Florida, and his 
region runs from North 
Carolina though Florida. 
Throughout his career, Alex 
has held multiple roles. 
Alex recently relocated to 
Stuart, Florida with his 
family and is excited to set 
roots in South Florida.  
Alex is a green belt six 
sigma practitioner.  

Development Office 


