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“The work 
will continue...”

–  Father Edward J. Flanagan,  
Founder of Boys Town

Continued inside...

Ashley is a single parent of three children; Isaiah age 8, Jordan 
age 6, and Cecilia who is 4. Ashley grew up facing family crises 
witnessing her mom’s struggle with addiction. She became 
a mom at a young age, and within a couple of years she had 
two sons of her own and little support from the father of her 
children. Ashley not only struggled financially to make ends 
meet, but she struggled with her children’s behavior and finding 
the right help. 

Ashley found herself overwhelmed and stressed with her 
younger son’s behavior issues and all the consequences that 
came with them. The breaking point was when her younger 
boy’s childcare center informed mom that her son could no 
longer go there due to the ongoing troubles he caused. Ashley 
was referred to Boys Town South Florida’s Care Coordination 
Services when Jordan was 5 and Isaiah was 7. Ashley faced the 
reality that one cannot always excuse their children’s behavior, 
and accepted Boys Town’s help to learn how to address her 
children’s behavior in a way that would set them up for success. 

Despite all the challenging behavior issues that seemed to 
never go away and brought her down, Ashley started to learn 
key parenting skills to address her sons’ troubles. Both Isaiah 
and Jordan successfully achieved program completion with 
Care Coordination Services. Both boys improved behaviors in 
the home and school settings. And, their mom improved her 
understanding of their mental health diagnosis. 

After getting the help she needed to support her sons, Ashley 
observed that her daughter, who was now 5, also showed 
some behavior concerns. Cecilia had issues with boundaries 
and never obeyed or respected her mom’s requests. Cecilia’s 
overpowering personality caused a lot of stress on the whole 
family. Boys Town connected Ashley and Cecilia to family 
therapy services where mom learned about further resources 
that were available. Therapy also provided the support she 
needed to help Cecilia learn how to share, how to listen, and to 
follow directions, which she has learned successfully.

Spotlight on:   
Care Coordination Services (CCS)   



Spotlight on:  Care Coordination Services (CCS)   

With help from Boys Town South Florida’s Care Coordination 
Services Consultant Khalilah, mom learned how to navigate 
the mental and behavior health world and how to work 
collaboratively with resources as she continues to be her 
children’s best advocate. 

Ashley also learned how to effectively communicate with her 
children, especially with her younger daughter Cecilia, who 
has also learned boundaries and expectations. Khalilah, a 
Care Coordination Consultant for over 15 years, was happy to 
share that today Ashley is confident in her parenting skills and 
her children are doing well. Ashley has also invested in her 
education and has become an entrepreneur.

The Care Coordination Services are funded by the Palm 
Beach County Community Services Department and 
the Southeast Florida Behavioral Health Network with 
support from the Community Foundation for Palm Beach 
and Martin Counties.

Continued from cover story...



Dear Friends of Boys Town South Florida,
I am excited to announce that I have joined Boys Town South 
Florida as the new Executive Director. I would like to take this 
opportunity to introduce myself.

I was first introduced to Boys Town in 2004 when I worked within 
the dependency side of child welfare in Central Florida. In that 
role, I became familiar with Boys Town and their services, and I 
was so impressed with the organization and how they cared for 
the children and families they served. 

I joined Boys Town Central Florida in 2006 and worked there 
for 10 years. I transitioned to the Boys Town North Florida site 
to serve as their Senior Director of Program Operations in 2017. 
I served in this capacity for four years and then accepted the 
position of Executive Director at the South Florida site. While I 
have not lived in South Florida, I have spent most of my life in 
Florida (Central and Northwest) and my husband, children, and 
I are deeply grateful for an opportunity to stay in the state that 
we love! I am invested in the success of children and families in 
Florida and I am confident that there is no better way to achieve 
this than through Boys Town South Florida alongside our 
dedicated staff, board of directors, and volunteers.

I bring experience in fundraising, community relations, 
marketing, licensing, and quality assurance to the Executive 
Director position. But most importantly, I also bring a deep 
understanding of the mission and vision of Boys Town.  

As I look to  
the future of  
Boys Town South 
Florida and how 
we continue to 
meet the needs 
of our neighbors, 
I do so through 
this lens.

I would also 
like to thank 
my predecessor, Lauren Anderson. I am so thankful that I had 
the opportunity to know Lauren and work with her over the 
past 10 years. I am grateful for her continued dedication to this 
organization and those we serve as well as for her role as a 
mentor to me.

I hope to have the opportunity to get to know you — our donors, 
volunteers, partners, and neighbors despite the challenges of 
COVID-19, which I know creates some barriers as I try to get 
out and meet folks within the community. I appreciate your 
continued support of Boys Town and look forward to learning 
your stories and sharing ours with you.

Gratefully,

Bethany Lacey 

A LETTER FROM OUR NEW 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:                  

When Boys Town chose to 
bring the Primary Project 
into its family of wonderful 
programs, little did we know 
that it would also open the 
door to a unique and amazing 
friendship. Getting to know 
your new co-workers is one 
thing. But if while doing so, 

you realize that someone’s interests, thinking processes, passions, 
beliefs, basically almost everything that makes them who they are 
parallels who you are, you really step back, take a look and say 
there is something very special going on here. 

After countless “Really? Me too!!!!’s” and realizing that our 
mothers’ names were the same (Patty) and that they also shared 
a favorite bird (the pelican), that was it. It was meant to be! Soul 
Sisters we became… well, Salty Soul Sisters. We both come from 
a long line of fishing families. Not only did each of our families 
have businesses in the fishing community, but we also competed 
in countless saltwater fishing tournaments and were members  

of the same fishing club.  

As you can see, it isn’t just a hobby; it truly is a way of life for each 
of us and our families. From our first day working at Boys Town, 
we volunteered to help with fundraising events and worked at 
every one of them until recently, when they came to an end.   
We have always wanted to share our idea for a fundraiser of  
this caliber. 

Creating a fishing tournament gives us the opportunity to bring 
people together and share all that Boys Town does and can 
continue to do for the children and families that need our help. 
We live in the most beautiful place; why not utilize what we have 
right here in our own backyard, the ocean, all while spotlighting 
the amazing work that Boys Town South Florida does through the 
services it provides. 

Seeing how excited people have been to learn about Boys Town 
has been humbling. Realizing they can help us by participating 
in or becoming a sponsor of the tournament has been 
heartwarming to watch and truly makes us feel thankful and 
blessed. It is all about having a vision and trusting the journey! 

Trust the journey…
A message from Stephanie Dana-Schmidt and Shelly Kleiser Davis, Chair and Co-Chair  
of Boys Town South Florida Ohana Salty Classic – KDW Fishing Tournament     
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Since opening in 1991, Boys Town South Florida has been 
providing life-changing care to area children and families. 
This care includes programs like In-Home Family ServicesSM, 
designed to assess children’s needs and keep struggling 
families together, our Behavioral Health Clinic and Primary 
Project, which is available in select Palm Beach County 
elementary schools. These services and programs touch  
the lives of 17,000 children and families in south Florida  
each year.

 For more great stories, visit
        BOYSTOWN.ORG/SOUTH-FLORIDA

Daniela Mesquita  
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

561-612-6007 
daniela.mesquita@boystown.org 

Like us at facebook.com/BoysTownSouthFlorida

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Development Office 

Boys Town South Florida  
Ohana Salty Classic – KDW 
Fishing Tournament  

SEPTEMBER 3 & 4, 2021,  
AT SAILFISH MARINA 

The Ohana Salty Classic is a saltwater 
offshore fishing tournament benefiting 
the children and families of Boys Town 
South Florida. This inaugural fundraising 
event aims to educate local communities 
about Boys Town services and how they 
strengthen children and families through 
life-changing care. Comprised of two 
days of South Florida sun, fun, food, and 
fishing, the Ohana Salty Classic is sure to 
be a splash with any family! Located on 
beautiful Singer Island, Sailfish Marina is 
a world-class fishing destination and our 
sponsored venue.

The International Game Fish Association 
(IGFA) has partnered with the Ohana Salty 
Classic and will be hosting a “Kids Fishing 
Clinic.” During this completely IGFA-
funded, interactive class, the Association 
facilitates a signature hands-on and 
interactive method of teaching children 
basic tackle, knot tying, conservation, 
environmental stewardship, casting, and 
angling safety. 

With the support of donors and sponsors, 
we will continue to ensure the future of 
Boys Town South Florida services and 
programs. Through our compassionate 
guidance and effective care, children and 
families find the strength to rise above 
their challenging circumstances and find 
a brighter future. Reaching our goals is 
possible with your help. To register or 
donate to this event, please visit:  
www.boystown.org/ohana.

As a boy growing up in Ireland, Father Flanagan loved to fish in the river near his 
home. Fishing became his favorite pastime as an adult, which he shared with the 
boys of Boys Town. The large sailfish Father caught off the coast of Palm Beach, 
Florida, was mounted and displayed for many years in the Boys Town Dining Hall 
for the boys to enjoy.

“When you help a child today, you 
write the history of tomorrow.”

— FATHER EDWARD J. FLANAGAN                                                                                                                               
BOYS TOWN FOUNDER

Rachael Solano
DONOR RELATIONS SPECIALIST

561-612-6008
rachael.solano@boystown.org


