
Boys Town South Florida recently hosted its first Family 
Community Action Summit, bringing together experts to discuss 
youth mental health and solution-driven action.

“We are living in different times. Children and families are 
struggling with many issues, including the effects of the 
pandemic and non-stop social media pressure. As a result, our 

youth are experiencing a dramatic 
rise in mental and behavioral 
health issues,” said Bethany Lacey, 
Executive Director of Boys Town 
South Florida. 

Through a panel discussion 
including Dr. Mary Claire Mucenic, 
Director of Behavioral and Mental 
Health Services at the School  
District of Palm Beach County;  
Dr. Diane Kelly Andreou, Director 
of the outpatient Behavioral 
Health Clinic at Boys Town South 

Florida; Dr. Lisa Williams-Taylor, CEO of the Children’s Services 
Council of Palm Beach County; and the Honorable Judge Luis 
Delgado, who presided in the Juvenile Division for six years and 
has recently moved to the Circuit Civil Division with the 15th 
Judicial Circuit of Florida, the panel moderator Derek Harris, 
attorney with Carlton Fields and Boys Town South Florida board 
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“The work 
will continue...”

–  Father Edward J. Flanagan,  
Founder of Boys Town

As we look forward to the last quarter of the year, we have 
much to be thankful for! This year has been exciting as we 
have officially launched a new program, LIFT Together with 
Boys Town!SM LIFT Together is bringing together educators, 
students, families, community members and Boys Town experts 
to address at-risk student’s social-emotional needs. We are 
currently working with West Gate Elementary in Palm Beach 
County and Stirling Elementary in Broward, both title I schools. 
Our focus is to support the school to increase parent and 
student engagement, reduce truancy, increase positive school 
behaviors, and provide additional training for teachers through 
our Well Managed Schools initiative. This coordinated action is 
what makes the initiative so powerful, because only together 
can we positively change the life of a child.  

The need for prevention and early intervention services is 
critical. School performance is often one of the early warning 
signs of trouble for a child. In Florida, 85% of children 
enter foster care for reasons other than abuse (e.g., lack of 
supervision, childhood behavior issues, unmet basic needs, 
inadequate housing)[1]. Many of their parents simply lack the 
knowledge and resources they need to overcome challenges. 
Preventative family strengthening services spares children the 
trauma of family separation and provide a cost-effective way 
to improve their overall well-being. That is why investing in the 

work that Boys Town 
South Florida does is 
so critically important. 
Everything we do is with 
the intent to strengthen 
the family and create 
a safe and stable 
home and community 
environment for 
children. We are so 
appreciative of our 
board members, 
staff, partners, donors 
and volunteers that 
support our efforts to serve at-risk children and families in 
our community. Thank you to all of you for your support that 
enables Boys Town to continue to serve even more families and 
children in the coming years.

Sincerely, 

Bethany Lacey
Executive Director 

LETTER FROM THE  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR                  

[1] Casey Family Programs. State Fact Sheet Florida. Retrieved on January 20, 2022 from: https://www.casey.org/media/florida-fact-sheet-2021.pdf
Continued inside...



This November we are launching our Third Annual Teach Love 
Giving Tuesday Campaign. From November 15-29, we are 
calling all of our champions to join hands with Boys Town  
South Florida.

With grants from the Jim Moran Foundation and The A.D. 
Henderson Foundation, Boys Town South Florida was able to 
pioneer our first ever LIFT Together program in our sunshine 
state. Additionally, our Outpatient Behavioral Health Clinic has 
expanded their team to include a Spanish and English bilingual 
speaker to further our reach of the multitude of children we are 
able to deliver services.

We at Boys Town South Florida are honored to continue to carry 
forward all forms of preventative interventions to the children in 
our community. Being part of Giving Tuesday says you are part 
of the Boys Town South Florida movement to save children and 
heal families. 

 

Will you become a champion for our children today?

 

HELP US REACH OUR GOAL 

$20,000 

Champions make a difference! We invite individuals and 
businesses in our community to become a Champion and give 
their employees the opportunity to provide healing and hope  
to children and families in South Florida. 

To become a champion, please visit 
BTSoFL.givesmart.com or email  
Daniela.Mesquita@boystown.org for 
further information. Stay tuned for 
Matching Gift Challenges!

Third Annual Teach Love Giving Tuesday Campaign

member, led a very important discussion about the crisis of 
youth mental health in our South Florida communities as well 
as across the country.

With the increase of youth mental health cases even before  
the pandemic, children and young adults are experiencing more 
mental and behavioral issues than ever. According to the CDC, 
the suicide rate in youth ages 10-to-24 has risen 60% since  
2007. Suicide is now the second leading cause of death in that 
age group. 

The Action Summit was the perfect platform to recognize  
Boys Town South Florida’s Family of the Year; Bella, age 15, 
and her mom, Elissa (featured in picture above). Bella suffered 
through bullying in elementary and middle school and living 
in isolation during the pandemic. This led to having intrusive 
thoughts. Bella needed help coping with anxiety and that is 
when her mom contacted Boys Town’s outpatient Behavioral 
Health Clinic. After a few therapy sessions, Elissa realized  
Boys Town is the same organization that offers Primary Project 
at some of the elementary schools within the School District of 

Palm Beach County. That program helped Bella when she was 
5-years old to ease her transition into kindergarten. Almost eight 
years later, Bella once again was able to find help at Boys Town 
South Florida, this time with Dr. Steve, a pediatric psychologist 
who Bella admires.

“I am very grateful to Dr. Steve for teaching me coping skills that 
I will be able to take with me to college and well into my adult 
life,” Bella said.

The purpose of the Family Community Action Summit is 
to raise awareness of what needs to be done to create a 
movement through local partnerships of stakeholders in order 
to support more children with mental health challenges — be 
it in the public or private sectors, nonprofit organizations, or 
government led efforts. The more parties we can identify to join 
these efforts, the better.

A big thank you goes out to Florida Power and Light, the 
presenting sponsor of the Action Summit, and to everyone who 
attended it. 

Boys Town South Florida’s Family of the Year, 
Bella, and her mom, Elissa

Boys Town South Florida Board members, from left, Derek 
Harris, Jermaine Bucknor, Executive Director Bethany Lacey, 
Susan Yeager, Carmencita Mitchell and Jaime Holland

Keith Oswald, Jon Jelley, Bethany Lacey, Matt Lincoln,  
and Seth Bernstein 

Four Panelists – Dr. Diane Kelly Andreou, Dr. Lisa Williams-
Taylor, Hon. Judge Luis Delgado and Dr. Mary Claire Mucenic

Story continued...

BECOME A 
CHAMPION  
for At-Risk  
Boys and Girls in  
Our Community
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Hope for the Holidays

Since opening in 1991, Boys Town South Florida has 
impacted the lives of over 60,000 children through life-
changing care to area youth and families. This care includes 
behavior and mental health, social and emotional support 
for families with children, positive parent-child interactions, 
home visits for families focusing on language and pre-
literacy skills, improvement in students’ adjustment to 
school, and parent training. 

 For more great stories, visit
        BOYSTOWN.ORG/SOUTH-FLORIDA

Daniela Mesquita  
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

561-612-6007 
daniela.mesquita@boystown.org 

Development Office 

Antonela Peña
DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR

561-612-6058  
antonela.pena@boystown.org 

Like us at facebook.com/BoysTownSouthFlorida

Follow us at instagram.com/boystownsouthflorida/

Each year, Boys Town South Florida shares the joy of the Holidays by providing 
brand new toys and gifts to over 100 children in South Florida. This is only 
possible with the help from our caring community members and businesses, 
including you!

If you are interested in receiving a child’s wish list, please email Elizabeth “Lili” 
Lopez-Smith at Elizabeth.Lopez-Smith@boystown.org, or call 561-612-6000 
for further information.

We will be collecting new toys and gifts until December 9, 2022.

Join us to help bring a bright smile to children’s faces during this time of 
year through your thoughtful toy and gift donations. 

Join us to help 100 families 
in need this Thanksgiving 

Donate food items from the list below 

Register to volunteer

Turkey/Meat Pan
Turkey/Chicken

5 pound bag of Potato/Rice
Box Dressing 

Each family receives the following items for their meal:

29th Annual Boys Town 
South Florida Grateful 
Give Thanksgiving 

Cranberry Sauce
2 cans of corn or 2 cans green beans

Corn Bread mix
Cookie mix


