
Dear Boys Town Family,

Wow! Who would have believed that after all the challenges 
and uncertainty we faced this past year and a half, we would 
be here in this space of appreciation and gratitude? We are, 
indeed, thankful for the innovation, creativity and support that 
provided opportunities and new ways to do our work. However, 
we are most grateful for the faith and grace bestowed upon us; 
sustaining and enabling us to continue to carry out our mission 
and do God’s work. 

Although the climate was different, we knew there was still 
a need to bring hope and healing to a hurting community 
needing our help more than ever during these unprecedented 
times. Without wavering, we stepped up – navigating, adapting 
and changing to meet the challenges before us. In doing so, it 
has been both rewarding and transformative. Our faith in and 
commitment to God, each other and those we serve has truly 
been rewarded. We have been validated while at the same time 
redefined who we are – Boys Town North Florida! 

So, as we continue to 
move toward our new 

“normal” in the coming 
months, I want to say 
again how much we 
value and appreciate 
each of you. We are 
so grateful for our 
incredible community  
of supporters. 

Your continued kindness, 
support and investment 
in our work, youth and 
families will remain 
invaluable. Together, 
we will continue to 
demonstrate that nothing can stop the power of  
a committed and determined people to make a difference in  
our society.

Gratefully, 

Marcus Lampkin  
Executive Director

Summer 2021 Newsletter   

“The work 
will continue...”

—  Father Edward J. Flanagan,  
Founder of Boys Town

For more great stories, visit
        BOYSTOWN.ORG/north-florida

To Help Him Learn and Grow.

Be The
Boys Town North Florida is growing its Foster Family Services program 
so that more kids will have a safe place to live. As a Boys Town Foster 
Parent, you can make a difference in your community and in the life of 
a child in desperate need of a loving home. 

CALL US TODAY 
850-575-6422

VISIT US ONLINE 
boystown.org/north-florida



Since the fall of 2020, youth in the Family Home program have 
been attending weekly volunteer-led afterschool programs as a 
fun, extracurricular experience to offset the impact in their own 
lives from COVID-19. The debate club met each Tuesday at ART 
Town and participated in mock debates during their club time. 
Nicole Sandoval, President of the Florida State University Debate 
Team, volunteered her time to coach the team and teach students 
at all levels about participating in debate. Upon working closely 
with the debate students for several months, Nicole suggested 
hosting an internal tournament to further allow the participants 
to understand the structure and enjoyment that debate provides. 

Seven students participated in the tournament, arriving as a 
team dressed in matching white Boys Town polos. Students were 
paired against one another to engage in timed and judged rounds, 
with topics varying from “Does technology do more harm than 
good?” to “Should uniforms be required in schools?” and “Should 
standardized testing be abolished?” Rounds lasted between 10 
to 35 minutes as the participants prepared and presented their 
arguments. The tournament consisted of five rounds, one being 

the finale between 
the two highest-rated 
participants.

Ruby, a student who 
participated in the 
tournament, said she 
loved the experience. 

“I loved debate 
because it helped me 
open up and get out 
of my shell,” she said. 

“It helped me realize I could enjoy being a lawyer one day.”

All participants were awarded a certificate for participating in the 
event and the top three earned special recognition. It is Boys Town 
North Florida’s intention to host more debate functions in the 
future and challenge other sites to form their own debate team  
as well.

Family Home Program Debate Tournament

Boys Town North Florida’s Family Home program hosted  
its first ever debate tournament at ART Town on May 8.
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Staff and Student Spotlights: 

Ruby is a kind and charismatic 15-year-old girl residing in the 
Mackley Home here at Boys Town for the past several months. 
She attends Godby High School and will be a sophomore this fall.

Ruby’s favorite subjects are civics, reading and writing, social 
studies and science. Due to her own interest, Ruby is currently 
learning American Sign Language as well. In her free time, Ruby 
stays busy writing stories, poetry and songs, as well as singing, 
playing instruments, creating art and doing her make up. She  
says she also likes to run! 

Ruby recently showed her litigation skills by competing in and 
winning first place at Boys Town North Florida’s Spring Debate 
Tournament. Ruby says her future plans include becoming 
famous and wealthy, saying that her fame will grant her a larger 
platform to help people. She hopes to become famous from one  
of her many hobbies and interests.

Ruby felt it was important for people to know she suffers from 
bipolar disorder and panic attacks; she works daily to overcome 
these hurdles and understand why she experiences the feelings 
that come with these mental health issues. Ruby is passionate 
about breaking down misconceptions surrounding mental health 
and wants to assist in breaking the stigma that mental illness 
has by discussing her own struggles. She is proud to say she is 
winning the battle and that Boys Town helps equip her with the 
skills needed to battle these challenges each day. 

Nicole Evans is a dedicated staff member who often goes 
above and beyond her normal scope of duties. Nicole has been 
with Boys Town since 2015, working in a variety of roles. She 
currently serves as the Common Sense Parenting Trainer for 
Boys Town North Florida, where she leads several parenting 
classes each year. She has taken on the additional role of 

volunteering with and chairing 
the Professional Development 
Committee in the Boys Town 
Employee Resource Group, 
BOLD, which stands for Black 
Organization for Leadership 
and Development. 

Nicole says her favorite part 
about working at Boys Town 
North Florida is the supportive 
culture that Boys Town 
possesses. She knows she will 

get help and support when needed, and due to the positive 
team culture that Boys Town provides, she says it is easy to want 
to help and support her fellow staff. Nicole values the fact that 
everyone in the organization has their own unique roles they 
serve, yet everyone shares the same goal to change the way 
America cares for children. She enjoys helping her community 
and loves working with those she serves.

During the pandemic, Nicole became a mother to her daughter 
Harley, who recently had her first birthday in April. Before 
COVID-19, Nicole says she really enjoyed traveling and spending 
time with friends and family. While recognizing how the past 
year has been difficult for many, she admits it has been a 
fabulous year for her. Within the past year, Nicole began her 
involvement with the BOLD group, has become a part of the 
Next-Gen Leadership Initiative for Boys Town North Florida and 
has picked up a few minor leadership roles at the office – all 
while being able to work from home with her  
young daughter.

NICOLE EVANS — COMMON SENSE PARENTING® TRAINER 

RUBY HUTCHENSON — 
FAMILY HOME PROGRAM 
CLIENT

“The darkness can see into the light, but the light cannot 
see into the darkness. You will never truly know what is 
in there until you go through it.” — Ruby H.
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Every summer, Boys Town North Florida looks forward to its 
annual Youth Awards Banquet, a red-carpet affair which 
celebrates the achievements and triumphs of its Family 
Home program youth. 

Held at the Florida State University Alumni Center, staff and 
guests alike were happy to return to an in-person event. With 
safety measures in place, elegance and grace defined the 
evening as the youth strutted down the red carpet in their 
tuxedos and evening dresses to receive their awards.

In the weeks leading up to the banquet, our young ladies 
selected an outfit from an extensive array of dresses, while 
the young men were fitted for tuxedos. In addition, the ladies 
were treated to a makeup workshop presented by Lisa Davis, 
a renowned makeup artist. The youth invited individuals 
important to them, such as their guardians ad litem and 
case managers, to be their guests at the banquet. 

On the day of the event, more fun was in store. While 
the boys were learning to adjust their ties and put on 
formal wear, the girls went to Aveda Hair Institute to 
have their hair done. The final surprise came later when 
a party bus arrived to pick them up on campus, lights 
flashing, radio blaring. Youth were acknowledged on 
their arrival to the banquet like any celebrity would be 
with flash photography. Each youth walked the red 
carpet as their name and bio was read.

As dinner was served, the audience was entertained by 
keynote speaker Darrick McGhee who gave an 
impassioned speech with themes of resilience 
and perseverance. The highlight of the evening, 
however, was the presentation of awards to each 
youth showcasing their individuality and unique 
abilities. Awards given included Boys Town Junior 
Ambassador, Youth of the Year, Best Sense of 
Humor, Most Imaginative, Bright Future, Most 
Ambitious and the James Dahl Spirit of Youth 
Educational Award. 

Boys Town wishes to thank all the vendors and 
individuals who stepped in and made the event 
memorable for our youth, including Aveda 
Institute, Mike’s Limousines, Florida State 
University Alumni Association, Formals by Vince, 
Andrew’s Catering, Coca-Cola, Abernathy 
Entertainment, Heaven Sent Photos and  
Mr. Darrick McGhee.

2021 Youth Awards Banquet

4



Summer Reading Kickoff:  
Second Annual Book Fair 

Boys Town North Florida held its second annual book fair this 
summer to promote reading, support youth development 
and literacy and to just have fun! The book fair was inspired 
by Kayla Chronicles, the eight-issue, dyslexia-focused comic 
book series created by faculty from the Florida Center for 
Reading Research (FCRR) and the Florida State University 
College of Social Work, with support from the National Center 
on Improving Literacy (NCIL). The story follows Kayla, a young 
reader who struggles with reading.  

The book fair held at ART Town was expanded this year to 
youth and families in all Boys Town programs. Youth had a 
great time browsing a wide selection of books. Each youth 
found “the one” book of their very own to take home to read 
during the summer months. Thanks to Ventris Learning, each 
youth also received a copy of Kayla Chronicles.

The book fair was made possible by Color in STEM, Eduprehd 
Research & Development Partners, FCRR, NCIL and Maya’s 
Book Nook, who donated over 350 books, collectively, for the 
event. Junior scholars from the Tallahassee Area Center of 
Excellence National Achievers Society returned as volunteers.

“We are grateful for FCRR, FSU and NCIL — our Boys Town 
North Florida ‘literacy partners’ — who created Kayla 
Chronicles, as well as the staff and partners who have 
supported this event over the years,” said Executive Director 
Marcus Lampkin.

“You can find magic wherever you look.  
Sit back and relax, all you need is a book.”   
 — Dr. Seuss
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Local Jersey Mike’s Sub Shops hosted their “Day of Giving” 
event on March 31 and once again selected Boys Town North 
Florida to receive their charity proceeds. During the Month of 
Giving campaign, Jersey Mike’s locations around the country 
accepted donations for various local nonprofits, and on the 
final day of the month, over 1,900 Jersey Mike’s committed to 
donating 100% of their sales to local charities.

Locally, Jersey Mike’s had four locations participate in donating 
100% of their Day of Giving sales to support Boys Town North 
Florida. Nationwide, Jersey Mike’s has committed to hosting their 
Month of Giving campaign since 2011, and locally, Boys Town 
North Florida has been a recipient since 2017. Boys Town North 
Florida is grateful to former board member and franchise owner 
Angelo Crowell for establishing this partnership. After cancelling 
the Month of Giving in 2020 due to the pandemic, Peter Cancro, 
Jersey Mike’s Founder and CEO stated, “We are filled with 
gratitude and admiration for our customers, franchise owners 
and team members who have helped these charities in such a  
big way, now, when they need it more than ever.”

Within the 2021 Month of Giving and Day of Giving campaign, 
Boys Town North Florida was awarded $24,202.20. Since initially 
partnering in 2017, it is estimated that Jersey Mike’s has 
contributed approximately $76,387 to Boys Town North Florida 
through its charitable efforts.

JERSEY MIKE’S ‘DAY OF GIVING’ HELPS  
BOYS TOWN NORTH FLORIDA 
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T’Antonio and Tony Silas are two brothers who have lived with  
Boys Town North Florida Foster Parents Calvin Ellis and Darlene 
Cunningham for several years. T’Antonio is 13 and entering the 
eighth grade, while Tony is 11 and entering the sixth grade.

After being placed at Boys Town, they spent eight years in the 
Foster Family Services program. They were finally able to find 
their forever home with Mr. Ellis and Ms. Cunningham on 
February 12, 2021. 

While the boys were in the Foster Family Services program, they 
worked on skills such as using kind words with friends and 
demonstrating good school behavior. They also practiced staying 
calm strategies and expressing feelings appropriately.

Both brothers were very excited to be adopted by Mr. Ellis and  
Ms. Cunningham. Mr. Ellis said he knew he wanted to adopt the 

THE SILAS BROTHERS FIND A FOREVER HOME
Adoption Story: 

boys because they already felt like family and he could not 
imagine them living anywhere else. Under the Cunningham-Ellis 
roof, the boys thrived in a safe space where unconditional love  
and structure were consistently provided for them. 

Since being adopted, the brothers have maintained contact  
with their grandmother and other brother and have plans to  
visit them this summer. The adoptive family is in support of the 
brothers maintaining a relationship with their biological family 
and is happy to participate in any way to continue nourishing 
those relationships. Together, as a family, Mr. Ellis, Ms. Cunningham 
and the boys enjoy spending quality time together by playing 
games and watching movies. Both boys say they enjoy playing 
video games and basketball. This past Christmas they were 
surprised with a PlayStation and enjoy using the gaming 
system together.
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The first of Boys Town’s national sites, Boys Town North 
Florida has been serving children and families since 1983.

We partner with area agencies and businesses to 
constantly enhance the quality and variety of care we 
provide in the community. Every year, our services touch 
the lives of more than 5,000 people in North Florida.

For more great stories, visit
        BOYSTOWN.ORG/north-florida

Margaret Farris
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

850-504-5007 
margaret.farris@boystown.org

Like us at facebook.com/BoysTownNorthFlorida

Follow us at boystownnorthflorida

Program Updates – Foster Family Services
Our Foster Family Services program currently has 16 licensed 
specialized therapeutic Foster Homes and is in the process of 
welcoming four additional Homes. Boys Town North Florida 
is always looking to expand our Foster Parent community with 
individuals who have a heart to care for children in their darkest 
hours. Our Foster Parents provide much more than a safe 
place for the children to sleep. All of Boys Town North Florida’s 
Foster Parents are thoroughly trained to provide therapeutic 
interventions and support, and appropriate strategies are tailored 
to meet the treatment needs of each child placed in their home.  

The Foster Family Services program ensures guidance and support 
from their Foster Family Services Consultant around the clock. 
During 2020, our Foster Parents helped to heal the mind, body and 
spirit of 31 youth. So far in 2021, we have served 22 youth. 

For more information on joining our team please contact, 
Tonia Westerfield at 850-879-6083.

Development Office 

FOSTER FAMILY SERVICES: A Breakdown of Our Homes

OneOne Boys Town North Florida Foster Home  
has been active for over 20 years 

(1994 – present)

TwoTwo Boys Town North Florida Foster Homes  
have been active for over 10 years 

(2010 –present)

NineNine Boys Town North Florida Foster Homes 
have been active for over 5 years 

(2010 – present)


