
Dear Boys Town Family, 

“At the end of the day, it’s not about what you have or even 
what you’ve accomplished…it’s about who you’ve lifted up, 
who you’ve made better. It’s about what you’ve given back.” 

— Denzel Washington

It’s spring, a season which symbolizes renewal, a fresh start. We 
are truly excited about the new things that will spring forth this 
season. And, while some things will change, others will continue 
to stay the same. At Boys Town North Florida, we remain 
committed to our mission and greatest source of inspiration 
for our work; working collectively to bring hope and healing to 
children and families. 

In this newsletter, we share many of the accomplishments 
achieved through the efforts of our Boys Town North Florida 
family. As you will read, we are committed and actively working 
to “lift up” and make the lives of children and families better. We 
continue to connect with and support our alumni. We continue 
to connect with our external and community constituents. We 
continue to connect with existing donors and forge relationships 
with new ones. We continue to host fun, educational events for 
our youth, families, and community. We continue to bring hope 
and healing to children and families. 

I wake up every day excited about the fresh start each day 
brings and the opportunity to serve our children, families, 
and community. I am confident the spirit of community and 
collaboration of years past will bring forth new ideas, new 
opportunities, and new growth. As part of our 2022 strategic 
plan, we will be exploring and implementing innovative 

techniques that will 
expand our current 
community service 
outreach through early 
engagement activities, 
empowering and 
connecting families to 
needed resources and 
thereby strengthening 
the family unit. These 
initiatives will also help 
with long-term sustainable 
strategies and investments 
that will reduce and 
improve the environmental 
challenges they face. 

We will continue building on the solid foundation we have 
collectively built as an organization and community. We will 
continue to uplift, helping to make the lives of our children, 
families, and community better, living by the adage “He ain’t 
heavy, he’s OUR brother!” 

 I look forward to the many successes we will share together as 
we rise to new heights this year.

Gratefully,

 

Marcus Lampkin  
Executive Director 

Spring 2022 Newsletter   

“The work 
will continue...”

—  Father Edward J. Flanagan,  
Founder of Boys Town

For more great stories, visit
        BOYSTOWN.ORG/north-florida

To Help Him Learn and Grow.
Be The

Boys Town North Florida is growing its Foster Family Services program so 
that more kids will have a safe place to live. As a Boys Town Foster Parent, 
you can make a difference in your community and in the life of a child in 
desperate need of a loving home. 

CALL US TODAY 
850-575-6422

VISIT US ONLINE 
boystown.org/north-florida



Mike and Joanie Dunn have been Family-Teachers for three 
years at Boys Town’s North Florida site, but Joanie’s history  
with the organization goes back to before she was born.

Joanie’s father, Joe Krzyzaniak, lost his parents in a tragic house 
fire, and in 1959, at the age of 9, he was given the option to go 
to Boys Town or another group home. Joe chose Boys Town 
and traveled cross country with his case manager from Ohio to 
Omaha. He made a choice that impacted his life for the better.

He remained at Boys Town until 1965, under the leadership of 
Monsignor Wegner. When Joe looks back on his 
time at Boys Town, he remembers a loving home 
with other kids just like him going through the 
same struggles. He recalls going to the Boys Town 
theater every Sunday evening for movie night, 
walking to church every Sunday morning, and 
learning his trade in ninth grade working in the 
machine shop, which he later made into a career at 
General Motors in Ohio.

In 2018, Mike and Joanie decided it was time for a 
career change. They were looking for missionary 
work and explored several options, but Joanie felt 
God was leading them toward a new mission.  

She remembered the reunions her father took her to at 
Boys Town and his stories of how it impacted his life and 
subsequently hers, as well. The Dunn’s applied to be Family-
Teachers and got the position.

They moved their family from Omaha to Tallahassee to start 
their true mission and calling in a girls’ home. Growing up, Joe 
would tell Joanie Father Flanagan’s quote, “There’s no such 
thing as a bad boy.” Now she has the opportunity to live it out in 
her work at the North Florida site.

“Boys Town is where my dad came from and being 
here feels like home,” said Joanie. “What is so 
rewarding for me is that it’s my family – both the 
kids and the Boys Town staff. My dad is the only one 
I have on that side of my family other than his Boys 
Town family who raised him. I look at the girls I work 
with and think of them as part of that family. I look at 
the staff doing amazing work and I want to support 
them during the trials and successes because that’s 
what family is. Boys Town helped my dad, and I will 
continue to make that my mission and continue the 
cycle of love and support that was given to him.”

Boys Town North Florida Family Teachers  
Share Their “Why”

All three Boys Town Florida sites recently gathered at the Florida 
State Capitol in Tallahassee to celebrate and participate in 
Children’s Week Florida.

Children’s Week is the only annual event held in the state that 
celebrates and honors its commitment to children, youth, and 
advocates. During the week-long celebration, Boys Town had a 
booth at the capitol building representing all three sites. Staff 
and children were able to participate in the events.

Executive directors from the three Florida sites were able to 
meet with legislature members to discuss Boys Town services 
and the importance of high-quality residential care. Legislature 
delegates were also educated on the LIFT Together initiative 
and the opportunities Florida has with all three sites working 
together to bring the program to the state.  

It would bring together 
educators, students, 
families, and Boys Town 
experts to address every 
student’s social- 
emotional needs.

“We were excited to host the 
other two Florida sites here 
and have representation 
from the whole state as we 
met with our legislative 
delegates to advocate for 
the children and families we serve,” said Boys Town North Florida 
Executive Director Marcus Lampkin.

Leaders from Boys Town Florida 
Sites Visit State Capitol 

“Boys Town is where my dad came from and being here feels like home,”

Executive Director Marcus 
Lampkin (North Florida), 
Executive Director Bethany 
Lacey (South Florida), and 
Executive Director Laurie Stern 
(Central Florida)
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FAMU Students Spend MLK Day  
Volunteering at Boys Town North Florida

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day is a holiday dedicated to the life and 
activism of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. For many, it’s a day off from 
school and work, but for 75 college students from Florida’s 
Agricultural and Mechanical University (FAMU), it was a day to give 
back to the children and families of Boys Town North Florida.

The students arrived at Boys Town North Florida ready to 
participate in a day of service. They started their day by learning 
about the history of Boys Town and the different programs that 
are offered. Students engaged in a discussion on the civil efforts 
Father Flanagan used as a catalyst for the creation of Boys Town.

After learning about Boys Town’s programs and mission, the 
students set out to work. Together they completed a variety of 
tasks effectively and efficiently. Several students worked outside 

pulling weeds, shoveling, and placing new mulch down to give the 
location a fresh look. While they worked outside, another group of 
students began organizing the art room and cleaning the kitchen.

All their efforts left Boys Town North Florida’s ART Town looking 
spotless, well organized, and ready for future events. One 
student noted they appreciated having the opportunity to leave 
a place better than they found it. Another student said they 
enjoyed the opportunity to learn more about Boys Town and 
were looking forward to volunteering again.

The day was a great success thanks to students who utilized 
their day off to serve the community. Boys Town North Florida 
would like to extend a thank you to the students at FAMU and 
Percy Henry, their director, for all their hard work.
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ART Town  
Resource Fair and Career Day 
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Boys Town North Florida hosted a career fair at 
ART Town on Saturday, February 26. More than 

26 youth 
reside 
on the 
Family Home 
campus, the 
majority over 14 years 
of age. As planning for 
the career fair began, 
the group discussed 

the importance of 
exposing our teens 
to a diverse array 
of careers in a fun, 
positive manner. 
Each of the 12 
organizations that 
attended the fair 
prepared a quick, 
fun, and enriching 
activity for the 
kids to complete 
that involved the 
organization’s 
work. In total, 24 
professionals were 
present, facilitating 
activities and talking 
to the youth about 
their careers and 
the many options 
available beyond 
what was present at 
the career fair. The 
exhibitors brought 
activities such as 

reading off a teleprompter, playing a quiz game 
about animals, putting on official police gear, 
and watching a professional graphic designer 

draw in real time. 

As the youth visited the various exhibitors and 
learned about potential career opportunities, they 

brought their “Career Fair Passport,” receiving a stamp 
upon completion of the activity at each station. The exhibitors 
engaged with our youth, giving them encouraging words as they 
begin to consider career options for themselves.

Brian Jackson, news reporter on ABC Channel 27 WTXL 
Tallahassee said, “Giving back is one of my favorite parts about 
being a news anchor. You never know who you might inspire. 
After practicing reading the teleprompter, one of the kids named 
Kyle mentioned he might consider being a journalist one day. 
That right there is what makes these types of events so special.”

After the youth had the opportunity to learn from the exhibitors, 
the kids wanted to teach them a bit more about themselves. 
During Black History Month, the Family Home youth created a 
collaborative project called the “We Are” gallery. The purpose 
of the gallery is to represent the identities of each youth within 
their homes and as individuals. Each exhibitor thoughtfully 
viewed the creation, learning a bit more about our youth, an 
experience appreciated by all involved.    

Boys Town North Florida wishes to thank the exhibitors who 
presented as well as the volunteers who set up, facilitated, and 
cleaned up afterwards. We are thankful for their role in helping 
shape the future of our Boys Town youth. 

Keiser University

Brian Jackson, News Anchor, WTXL ABC 27 TV

Tallahassee Fire Department

Elton Burgest, Graphic Designer

Lively Technical College

Florida Farm Bureau

Veterinary Technology Student,  
Veterinary Technology Club at Florida A&M University

Mobile Health Services and Outreach Administrator, 
Bond Community Health Center, Inc.

Tallahassee Police Department

Jacory Wiley, Motivational Speaker/Author,  
Visions to Reality Production

MetaVisions and FINACIOUS

12
Organizations 

24
Professionals
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ART Town at Boys Town North Florida is a key component to our 
organization; ART stands for Art, Resources, and Training. Opening 
its doors in 2016, ART Town has been utilized for therapeutic 
groups and sessions, independent skills workshops, a school 
grounds for our children during COVID, foster parent trainings, a 
center for collaboration for both employees at Boys Town and the 
community, and so much more. 

In 2022, we are looking to add in a resource center component to 
ART Town to allow the facility to continue enriching our children’s 
and family’s lives. As our campus is returning to conditions more 
similar to pre-pandemic times, such as the children being in 
brick-and-mortar school, we are hoping to introduce engaging 
afterschool programs and activities through ART Town. Groups 
such as a gardening, culinary, chess, and photography are all on 
our radar to allow children a positive outlet to engage in while 
also learning practical and enriching life skills. Please consider 

purchasing items from our ART Town Resource Center registry on 
Amazon, donating like items to Boys Town, or reaching out to see 
how to get involved in volunteering in the programs. 

ART Town Resource Center  

Black History 
Month Events 
at ART Town 

Each February, Boys Town North Florida celebrates Black History 
Month and hosts events that both empower and educate staff 
and youth on their identities and cultures. This past February, 
Boys Town North Florida hosted a Hair Care workshop, an 
educational outdoor field day, an informational session with 
collegiate fraternities and sororities, as well as completed a 
meaningful “We Are” project. Each of these activities were meant 
to allow those in the Boys Town community to further reflect on 
their identities and how they intersect. 

Hair Care Workshop: 
Over 20 volunteers from FAMU arrived at ART Town and dedicated 
time to presenting information about hair care for different types of 
hair to our kids. Among the topics covered were scalp care, 
protective styles, locs, braiding, men’s cuts, wigs and care, and hair 
care routines. During the session, groups of volunteers presented 
each topic in stations and elaborated on the history and function 
of those styles and routines. 

Field Day: 
Children participated in a field day at ART Town after the hair 
care event with FAMU student volunteers. While the children 

played various outdoor games, they also participated in 
outdoor educational stations involving Black History.

Fraternity and Sorority Day: 
Several speakers from historical black groups and student 
groups (National Pan-Hellenic Council, National Council of 
Negro Women) came to ART Town to speak to the children about 
how to get involved in various student groups if and when they 
pursue post-secondary education. To conclude the informative 
afternoon, fraternity attendees presented their strolls and 
discussed cultural aspects of stepping and the cultural history 
of their organizations. 

“We Are” Gallery: 
Children from each family home created independent and 
collaborative pieces to contribute to a gallery at ART Town that 
represents their own identities. During this project, the children 
were asked to critically think about their cultures, identities, 
and their intersection. This exhibit that remains on display 
today is a powerful symbol to represent the community and 
resilience that lies on our Boys Town Family Home campus.
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Dale and Pamela Tadlock to Receive 
Spirit of Youth Award at Upcoming 
‘Racing for the Roses’ Gala 

Dale and Pamela Tadlock 

In this issue, we recognize Boys Town North Florida employees 
Cathy Andrews and Greg Denson, both Senior Assistant Family-
Teachers in the Family Home program with a combined 45 years 
at Boys Town North Florida. This is longer than the North Florida 
site has been in existence. Cathy and Greg are who many staff at 
Boys Town North Florida consider to be “the backbone” of the 
Family Home program – consistently putting the children and 
their peers first as they have for many, many years. 

Staff describe both Greg and Cathy as dependable, reliable, kind, 
and considerate. No matter what is happening at work, any Boys 
Town staff member knows they can pick up the phone and call 
them for help and be met with kindness and assistance. Everyone 
feels both Cathy and Greg are servant leaders who consistently are 
going above and beyond for both Family Home and Boys Town. 

Outside of work, both Greg and Cathy enjoy spending time 
with their families. Greg began with Boys Town as an Assistant 
Family-Teacher in 2007 and has remained in that role ever since. 
Outside of work, Greg enjoys reading, fishing, and mentoring 
students. Friends at work describe Greg as friendly, selfless, 
loyal, and a pleasure to be around. 

Cathy originally began with Boys Town in 1992 as a Family-
Teacher with her husband. After several years in this role, the 
family decided to move on. Cathy, however, opted to serve as an 
Assistant Family-Teacher for the site and has done so ever since. 
Cathy is described to be a loving, loyal, and dedicated advocate 
to the Family Home program. 

Family-Teacher Misty Mackley reflected on how many times Greg 
and Cathy stepped in to help not only the children in her home, 
but also her own children. “If you ask our own children, they 
will say Greg and Cathy are family,” Misty said. Both Greg and 
Cathy are highly skilled individuals with a clear passion to serve 
the children, families, and staff at Boys Town. They will forever 
leave their mark on Boys Town North Florida. 

Employee Spotlight  

Boys Town North Florida is excited to host the 17th annual Spirit of Youth 
Gala, this year themed “Racing for the Roses.” We are exceptionally proud to 
honor Dale and Pamela Tadlock with the Spirit of Youth Award for their 
commitment to the welfare of at-risk youth, often helping children in their 
community get the second chance they need to succeed. Dale and Pamela, 
founders and owners of Tadlock Roofing, have built a relationship with Boys 
Town over the past 15 years, both personally and professionally. The 
Tadlock family knows first-hand all the success that comes from our 
organization, proudly serving as our title sponsor for our annual Raise the 
Roof for Boys Town fundraiser, assisting in raising more than $135,000 for 
families and youth since its inception in 2019. Dale and Pamela continually 
inspire others to find room in their hearts for the children and families who 
turn to Boys Town for hope and healing.
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Join us May 7 at The Space at Feather Oaks for the best derby party in town! 
You can look forward to watching a livestream of the Kentucky Derby, dancing 
to Tallahassee Nights Live, savoring derby-inspired food and specialty 
cocktails, bidding on a beach weekend or hunting trip at our silent auction, 
experiencing one-of-a-kind bourbons at The Capone Bar, and so, so much 
more. Show off your derby couture with a festive and unique fascinator or 
bow tie; we want to see your very best! 

Visit https://Racing4Roses22.givesmart.com to sponsor or purchase your 
tickets today. For more information, please contact Development Director 
Margaret Farris at 850-504-5007 or margaret.farris@boystown.org. 
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The first of Boys Town’s national sites, Boys Town North 
Florida has been serving children and families since 1983.

We partner with area agencies and businesses to 
constantly enhance the quality and variety of care we 
provide in the community. Every year, our services touch 
the lives of more than 5,000 people in North Florida.

For more great stories, visit
        BOYSTOWN.ORG/north-florida

Margaret Farris
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

850-504-5007
margaret.farris@boystown.org

Like us at facebook.com/BoysTownNorthFlorida

Follow us at boystownnorthflorida

Remembering Boys Town Friend and Supporter 
Stan Kupiszewski 
Mr. Stanley (Stan) Kupiszewski, longtime friend and supporter 
of Boys Town North Florida, passed away in February 2022. 
Stan, along with his wife, Phyllis, were not only supporters of 
Boys Town, but true ambassadors for the Boys Town mission. 
Stan founded the Boys Town North Florida Christmas Classic 
Golf Tournament in 1992, which 30 years later remains one of our 
largest fundraisers. He played in the tournament every year until 
no longer able to do so, yet he still made certain he was involved 
by sponsoring a team each year. Stan and Phyllis were recognized 
at the tournament in 2020, which they both attended, receiving 
much fanfare from players and guests. 

Stan led a full life and had too many accomplishments to mention. 
He served in the military, later going to undergrad and law school. 
He had an amazing legal mind and had a diverse legal background. 

He loved his family 
and his church. And, 
he loved Boys Town. 
We are forever grateful 
to Stan and Phyllis for 
their servant’s heart 
and support of our 
Boys Town family. 

Development Office 

Tickets Now Available for 
17th Annual Spirit of Youth/
Racing for the Roses Gala 

Stan Kupiszewski 
(far left) with friends 

Dick Van Atta and 
Rennie and Paul 

Koczorowski


