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“The work 
will continue...”

–  Father Edward J. Flanagan,  
Founder of Boys Town

To Help Him Learn and Grow.
Be The

Boys Town North Florida is growing its Foster Family Services program 
so that more kids will have a safe place to live. As a Boys Town Foster 
Parent, you can make a difference in your community and in the life of 
a child in desperate need of a loving home. 

CALL US TODAY 
850-575-6422

VISIT US ONLINE 
boystown.org/north-florida

Dear Boys Town Family,

It’s a new year! As we navigate 2021, let us take a moment to 
reflect on our incredible journey in 2020. In the beginning, it 
was a year like any other. Then it became a year like no other. 
We had no roadmap, no navigation system, and were uncertain 
of what would lie ahead. Although the path was uncertain, 
one thing was very clear: Boys Town North Florida was forging 
ahead. Through it all, we knew there were children and families 
who needed Boys Town’s care and services more than ever. And 
when the rest of the world said we should stay apart, we stayed 
together. We found a way – we found OUR way. 

In 2020, we found a way to directly serve almost 900 children 
and families in North Florida. We found OUR way by social 
distancing, quarantining, masking, using telehealth, attending 
school from home, conducting virtual in-home visits, meeting 
with families in the front yard, mastering WebEx and Teams, 
taking on new duties and responsibilities and recommitting 
ourselves to the Boys Town mission. We were creative. We made 
personal sacrifices. We worked together. We were resilient. 

Through our resilience and many sacrifices, and amid an 
unprecedented crisis, we found OUR way to navigate and 
overcome the challenges 2020 gave us. Most importantly, 
we found OUR way to ensure that the needs of our families, 
children, and staff were met. We kept families together, children 
and staff safe, and we all remained engaged. We also found OUR 
way to be together. Undeniably, our staff found creative and fun 
ways to engage with our youth and with one another, reminding 
us of the value of “common” interactions and of the simple 
things we take for granted. 

In 2020, we traveled 
a road like no other. 
As we turn the page 
on the past year, I am 
optimistic about the 
future and looking 
forward to a brighter 
2021. I am filled with so 
much gratitude for each 
of you, and for all our 
incredible community 
of supporters. Your 
kindness, support, 
and investment in our 
work has made this 
journey possible. I am 
confident the same spirit 
of community and collaboration that helped us to rise and 
overcome the challenges of 2020 will serve us well and help us 
reach new heights this year and years to come. 

I am so very proud to be a part of this Mission. Through God’s 
grace and our ongoing commitment to the Boys Town Mission, 
I look forward to what we can accomplish, together. 

Gratefully, 

Marcus Lampkin 
Executive Director 



Boys Town North Florida ART Town Academy 
Adds After-School Programs

Throughout the fall of 2020 and continuing today, Boys Town 
North Florida’s ART Town facility has transformed into a fully 
functioning school, including supplemental tutoring through 
in-person and virtual volunteers, an array of after-school clubs 
and an active Student Government Association. As the students 
on campus adjusted to attending virtual school, supports were 
put into place to ensure all our students would 
be academically successful and engaged in 
the school day. By the end of the fall semester, 
there were five volunteer led electives that 
met weekly with the students enrolled in that 
group. To ensure students had activities to 
interest them, there was a diverse set of clubs 
such as music, physical education, foreign 
language and culture, art and a debate team. 
Students appreciated the opportunity to learn 
and engage in these educational clubs and 
enjoyed connecting with the volunteers from 
Florida State University. Campus bustles today 
as after-school activities have resumed with 
a renewed interest in learning and growth. 
Continue reading for program details and how 
you can help! 

Tutoring:
In person – Twice a week, volunteers from the 
Florida State University community come to 
ART Town Academy to provide homework help 
and tutoring to our Family Home students. All 
volunteers are equipped with proper PPE and 
have learned how to effectively work with the 
child while maintaining a safe social distance. 

Virtual tutors – Boys Town North Florida 
is partnered with Florida State University’s 
Center for Leadership and Social Change. Each 
Tuesday and Thursday evening from 4 to 6 p.m., virtual volunteers 
are paired with students to assist in tutoring and understanding 
homework. Often, student volunteers are paired with recurrent 
students who are struggling to maintain their grades and thus 
begins a mentoring partnership for students. Students look forward 
to meeting with their assigned tutor over Zoom and productively 
work to complete and understand any underperforming  
school assignments. 

After-School Electives: 
Music: Students meet weekly on Mondays from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
to complete structured musical activities with a student volunteer 
from Florida State University. Some fun projects include students 

creating a homemade plastic straw pan-flute that when blown into 
created a variety of pitched notes and sounds. The students love 
coming to music knowing a fun, music-related activity is always 
awaiting them. 

Debate: Students meet weekly on Tuesdays from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
to learn more regarding the rules and structures of debating and 

engage in short “mock debates.” Students form 
small teams and debate with the opposing 
team surrounding worldly topics such as 
climate change. The student volunteer who 
leads our Boys Town debate group currently 
serves as the President of the Florida State 
University Debate Club. 

Physical Education: Students meet weekly 
on Wednesdays from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. with 
Boys Town Family-Teacher® Jason Browning to 
engage in physical activity on our Family Home 
campus. Each week, Jason leads the students 
in a variety of sports and activities such as 
soccer, basketball, volleyball and more. After 
a long day of staying indoors and completing 
schoolwork through a computer screen, this is a 
necessary release for some of our students. 

Foreign Language and Culture: Students 
meet weekly on Thursdays from 3:30 to 4:30 
p.m. with FSU student volunteers along with 
Family Home Staff (FHP Consultant Destiny 
Story and Educational Assistant Giulia DeMello) 
to learn more regarding world cultures and 
languages. Students have the opportunity to 
try foods from diverse cultures and become 
familiar with various cultural items such as 
clothing, language and lifestyle. 

Art: Students meet weekly on Fridays from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. to 
complete various arts and craft projects with an FSU student 
volunteer. At art club, student participants have completed 
projects with multiple mediums such as watercolor paint, acrylic 
paint, crayons, markers and oil pastels. One project the students 
enjoyed the week before Thanksgiving was creating a turkey-
themed bookmark. 

Student Government Association: 
To encourage leadership development and promote a greater sense 
of unity, respect, spirit and cooperation among peers, a Student 
Government Association was formed. Each of the five homes has an 
elected representative led by a President and a Vice President.

HOW YOU CAN HELP – the following items are currently being requested to enhance the ART Town Academy After School Program. 

Donations may be taken to our corporate office at 3555 Commonwealth Blvd. For more questions call Director of Development 
Margaret Farris at 850.504.5007 or 850.321.5346.

• MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS • ART SUPPLIES • LANGUAGE TUTORIALS (AUDIO OR WRITTEN)  
• SPORTS EQUIPMENT • E-READERS • STEM SUPPLIES/KITS • FUNDING FOR FIELD TRIPS



Boys Town North Florida is proud 
to celebrate with one of their very 
own staff, Monica Smart-Gainous, 
an In-Home Family Services 
Consultant, as she was named a 
recipient of the 2021 Cherry Hall 
Alexander African American 
Calendar Award for her work with 
families in the community.

Monica, among 11 other 
distinguished honorees, was featured in the July section of the 
calendar. Boys Town North Florida’s Senior Director Bethany Lacey 
shared, “We here at Boys Town North Florida were not surprised 
she would be named a recipient as Monica is well known for her 
local community action and advocacy. She regularly goes above 
and beyond for our children and families. We are so proud her 
many years of service are being recognized.”

In the past 25 years, Monica has continuously strived to give back 
to her community by community action and organization. Among 

other events, she has been instrumental in organizing a Gadsden 
County Human Trafficking forum that brings awareness of human 
trafficking in the area.

Monica has co-chaired several back-to-school supply events and 
she has organized various food distributions in the community. In 
2009, Monica was part of a group recognized by the Gadsden 
County School Board (GCSB) for the makeover of James A. Shanks 
Middle School, which saved the GCSB approximately $100,000.

As an In-Home Family Consultant with Boys Town North Florida, 
Monica tirelessly works to ensure the guidance and care for youth 
and families to be influential to the positive advancement of their 
environmental, emotional, and educational structure. Her love for 
the betterment for the lives of youth and citizens within the 
community is the center core of her demonstrated work. Once the 
foundation is planted in the community, Monica works to continue 
to build upon that foundation for the greater good of the children 
and families she serves.

North Florida Family Home program 
staff wanted to make this year’s 
Black History Month a very special 
event. Family Home Director 
Desmond Crayton shared that he 
believes Black History Month “should 
be recognized as a crucial 
opportunity to broaden our youth’s 
knowledge and help them see how 
the past connects with their lives 
today -- and how it has inspired movements 
for change.” Family Home Consultant Destiny 
Story took charge of organizing the month’s 
activities with help from educational 
assistants Giulia Demello and Wayne Longley. 

To kick off Black History Month, North Florida 
had an event with the Family Home youth with 
food catered by a black-owned business, G & G 
BBQ. Executive Director Marcus Lampkin talked 
to the youth about how the site intended to honor Black History 
Month this year. Also present was special guest, BTNFL employee 
Monica Smart-Gainous. Monica was recently named recipient of the 
2021 Cherry Hall Alexander African American Calendar Award for 
her work with families in the community. Monica shared the history 
of Black History recognition and how it has evolved over the years 
into what is now known as Black History Month.  

Throughout this month, the site remembered and recognized 
important people and events in African American history and 
America’s history. ART Town Academy youth also got to hear and 
see from local chapters of Fraternities and Sororities about the art 
and history of Stepping and their brotherhoods/sisterhoods.

Different regional foods were 
celebrated as each home created a 
dish from their designated region. The 
month ended with a cultural 
celebration and living museum on 
campus. Each home had a living 
museum presented by the youth of 
both a historical and modern-day 
figure for all others to hear about during 
a walk around campus. The Browning 

home represented Jackie Robinson and Louis 
Armstrong, while the Carters represented Jay Z 
and Beyoncé. The Dunn home represented 
Madam C.J. Walker, The Obamas, and Huey P. 
Newton. The Lang home represented Chadwick 
Boseman, Halle Berry, and Angela Davis. The 
Mackley home represented Queen Latifah, 
Aretha Franklin, and Amanda Gorman. The 
Jones home represented Tupac, Nelson 
Mandela, and Bob Marley. 

The end of the month event was truly spectacular! FHP Consultant 
Destiny Story created a vision board with pictures of all current 
African American youth pictured as their future selves in their 
future careers. The youth especially enjoyed getting to visualize 
their own excellence in the future. When asked about her 
inspiration for the planning for the month, Destiny shared, “We are 
the change we are waiting for. In this environment, one of the most 
important things we can do is empower our youth. They are the 
future. They are who we are going to pass the batons to someday. 
Our focus was to teach them to love themselves, their history, 
their culture and all the power they have.”

To read the full story go to boystown.org/north-florida

Staff Spotlight:   
Monica Smart-Gainous

 A Month-long 
Celebration 
with Lasting 
Implications 
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The first of Boys Town’s national sites, Boys Town North 
Florida has been serving children and families since 1983.

We partner with area agencies and businesses to 
constantly enhance the quality and variety of care we 
provide in the community. Every year, our services touch 
the lives of more than 5,000 people in North Florida.

 For more great stories, visit
        BOYSTOWN.ORG/north-florida

Margaret Farris
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

850-504-5007 
margaret.farris@boystown.org

Like us at facebook.com/BoysTownNorthFlorida

Follow us at boystownnorthflorida

Development Office 

THANK YOU FOR BEING A BOYS TOWN STAR!
We wish to thank the following friends for being a beacon of light  

for our children and families of Boys Town North Florida. 
Your support gives us hope for a brighter tomorrow!

Tamara and Bart Aitken

Teresa and Crawford Atkins

Ruth and Les Akers

Rhonda and Tyler Baldock

Kathryn and Brian Ballard

Patty and Chris Barkas

Tenley and Stan Barnes

Cheryl and Bob Boyd

Mary and Terry Bebout

Terri and Steve Bedosky

Carolyn and Rob Bradford

Sally and Paul Bradshaw

Cathy and Lantry Brockmeier

Maryann and Logan Brooks

Sheri and Matt Bryan

Beverly and Bobby Burleson

Kim and J.T. Burnette

Susan and Marshall Cassedy

Katrice and Scott Carruthers

Sherry and Tony Carvalho

Jennifer and Porter Chandler

Melanie and John Clarke

Suzanne and Armand Cognetta

Johnnie and Lamont Cook

Kathy and Jim Dahl

Maureen and Jim Daughton

Rebecca and Chris DeRosier

Andrea and Chris Diamantis

Sue and Bobby Dick

Valerie and David Draper

Julie and Everett Drew

Susanne and Chris Dudley

Laura and Bill Ervin

Jana and Michael Forsthoefel

Shawn and Bill Garvin

Lisa and Harris Green

Lizbeth Benacquisto and Craig Hansen

Calynne and Lou Hill

Carlana and Ken Hoffman

Emily and Brett Howard

Luzma and Eduardo Hubard

Melissa and Marc Inglese

Stephanie and Tim Jansen

Annie and Joe Kelley

Cecelia and Peter Loeb

Anne and Greg Martin

Joan and Bruce May

Susan McAlister

Antoinette and Terrance McCoy

Laura and Gary McManama

Kim and Shannon McWilliams

Jill and Tim Meenan

Jane and Steve Menton

George Merritt

Dominique and Cory Messerschmidt

Paul Mitchell

Mary and Bill Moor

Diana and Joel Padgett

Brittany and Kent Perez

Diane and Jorge Perez-Cubas

Lee Phillips

Patti and Larry Pijut

Susan and Martin Proctor

Velma and Theo Proctor

Lily and Stephen Richardson

Jean and Doug Rillstone

Sally and Mark Rosser

Juliana and Ricardo Schneider

J.C. and Hardeep Singh

DeeAnn and Crit Smith

Jill and Doug Smith

Vereen Smith

Smith, Bryan & Myers

Jane and Jeff Snyder

Bev and Larry Sokolow

Mary Jayne and Kevin Sokolow

Christin and Bob Soni

Terra and Spencer Stoetzel

Mary and Jeff Swain

Caryn and Jim Sweat

Susan and Chris Thompson

Lisa and Neil Torgerson

Lisa and Ernesto Umana

Mary and Hugh Vanlandingham

Kathy and Bubba Watt

Tanya and Tony Weaver

Jeanie and John Wood

Carrie and Curtis Zimmerman


