
“Amid every crisis lies great opportunity.”

Dear Boys Town Family, 

It is a critical time for our nation, communities, and families. In 
these somewhat unprecedented times, we at Boys Town North 
Florida take comfort in remaining committed to our mission 
and greatest source of inspiration for our work – working, 
collectively, to bring hope and healing to children and families. 

We take this opportunity to share a host of Boys Town North 
Florida accomplishments achieved over the past few months. 
Most importantly, we will share many of the opportunities 
afforded to our children, families, and communities through the 
collective investments and efforts of our community  
of supporters.

Father Steven Boes, Boys Town President and National 
Executive Director, reminds us that “every youth, no matter 
their backgrounds or circumstances, deserves the same 
opportunities to succeed. Education is a right for all.” So, you 
will read about fun-filled, recreational, and educational activities 
our youth have been engaged in this summer. These include 
initiatives specifically geared towards helping to eliminate some 
of the educational disparities our youth face in comparison to 
their peers. Notably, our celebration of both our 2022 Boys Town 
North Florida High School and Next Gen (a leadership initiative 
that provides the opportunity for highly regarded staff members 
to develop their leadership skills) graduates is a testament to the 
perseverance of these individuals, as well as the opportunities 
afforded and the support of our Boys Town North Florida family 

to help them to achieve 
their educational and 
professional goals. 

Without question, these 
are challenging times. 
In fact, we know that 
the potential associated 
long-term impacts of the 
issues we are facing are 
oftentimes exacerbated 
for our most vulnerable 
populations, including 
the youth, families, and 
communities we serve. 
Your ongoing support has 
been critical in enabling us 
to continue to bring hope and healing to our children, families, 
and communities, including providing opportunities that will 
hopefully mitigate some of the lasting effects of the challenges 
currently before us. Again, we could not do this work without 
you. So, thanks to each one of you for all that you have done for 
us at Boys Town North Florida. 

With sincere gratitude,

 

Marcus Lampkin  
Executive Director 

Summer 2022 Newsletter   

“The work 
will continue...”

–  Father Edward J. Flanagan,  
Founder of Boys Town

To Help Him Learn and Grow.
Be The

Boys Town North Florida is growing its Foster Family Services program so 
that more kids will have a safe place to live. As a Boys Town Foster Parent, 
you can make a difference in your community and in the life of a child in 
desperate need of a loving home. 

CALL US TODAY 
850-575-6422

VISIT US ONLINE 
boystown.org/north-florida



Earlier this year, Boys Town North Florida hosted its 17th annual 
Spirit of Youth Gala, this year debuting a new “Racing for the 
Roses” Kentucky Derby theme. More than 200 attendees  
danced and enjoyed soulful, live music and savored delicious 
southern cuisine, all while honoring our distinguished speakers 
and awardees. 

After a two-year hiatus, the evening radiated an infectious 
energy; both returning and new attendees gathered to marvel 
in the sights and soak up the southern, rustic charm provided 
by The Space at Feather Oaks. Taking place on May 7th, the day 
of the Kentucky Derby, the beautifully renovated barn space 
fostered the perfect “derby” experience.

The evening featured a brief but impactful program: a heartfelt, 
deeply personal testimony from youth alumnus Moniece 

Jackson both inspired and engaged the crowd. She shared 
how her experience at Boys Town North Florida changed the 
trajectory of her future. Attendees were astonished at Moniece’s 
resilience and passion to give back to a community she once  
felt resentment towards. Her story reminded the audience of the 
important work that happens daily at Boys Town. In addition, 
longtime friends and donors, Dale and Pamela Tadlock, were 
honored with the Spirit of Youth award for their contributions 
and dedication supporting Boys Town over the years.

Upon conclusion of the program, guests sporting bowties and 
fascinators enjoyed a livestream broadcast of the 148th Kentucky 
Derby, cheering loudly for their horse and jockey duo to come 
out as the victor. For the remainder of the evening, guests soaked 
up the fabulous food, entertainment, and environment while 
bidding on curated auction items, visiting the bourbon  
and cigar bars, and playing competitive games of cornhole.

Boys Town North Florida thanks the following sponsors and 
vendors for making the 17th Spirit of Youth Gala one  
to remember: 

SPONSORS: Dermatology Associates, Visiting Angels, Walmart, 
Tally Mac Shack, RJ Young, MDWD Wealth Management Group, 
Southeastern Plastic Surgery, JTKE LLC, John Lentz – Strategic 
Wealth Group, North Florida Financial, Leon County Sheriff’s 
Office, Akbar Law Firm and McBurrows Law, Sheri and  
Matt Bryan, Jill and Tim Meenan, Anne and Greg Martin,  
Abby and Will Pichard, Leslie and Charley Redding, and  
Mark and Sally Rosser.

VENDORS: Tallahassee Nights Live, Crouton and Company, 
FUMA Cigars, Capital City Bourbon, Fizz & Foam, and  
SarahVi Photography. Also, Narcissus and Nic’s Toggery  
as contest judges.

Racing for Roses in Closing 

We are grateful for the continued support received from our North Florida community and look forward to gathering next 
year for the 18th annual Spirit of Youth Gala, celebrating Boys Town North Florida’s 40th anniversary.
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Family Home sponsors Tadlock Roofing and the Tadlock Family 
have been dedicated, generous friends to Boys Town North 
Florida for several years. Most recently, the team hosted a 
Community Service Day at ART Town where staff members 
reported and prepared for a long day of giving back to the  
Boys Town community. “Team Tadlock” brought materials and 
tools to build a twenty-one square foot sandbox on the ART 
Town property. 

Throughout the morning the team bonded through laughter 
and working together to complete the project, spending the 
better part of the day building and assembling the sandbox. 
Boys Town North Florida is blown away by the generosity and 
professionalism from the Tadlock team and the beauty of the 
new, large sandbox that will permanently reside at ART Town. 

Tadlock Sandbox

“Team Tadlock” brought materials and 
tools to build a twenty-one square foot 

sandbox on the ART Town property.

Boys Town North Florida is blown away by the generosity and 
professionalism from the Tadlock team and the beauty of the new, 

large sandbox that will permanently reside at ART Town. 
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Boys Town North 
Florida congratulates 
recent graduates of the 
2021-2022 Next Gen 
program, Nicole Evans, 
Emily Backes, and 
Damien Jones.  

Next Gen is a leadership initiative that welcomes our most 
dedicated, highly regarded staff members to participate in the 
opportunity to develop their leadership skills. Through this 
program, Next Gen participants undergo monthly trainings 
facilitated by various leaders at the site and within Boys Town. 
Additionally, they read and complete required articles and 
assessments to further hone their skills. 

Next Gen was created to give those staff who demonstrate a 
high level of skill and proficiency in their position an 
opportunity to further enhance their leadership skills. It allows 
them to engage with site leadership more directly, in a way they 

might not otherwise have the opportunity. This investment in 
staff is aimed at building the site’s overall talent to have skilled 
staff ready to assume leadership roles at the site or within the 
organization as they become available.  

Despite the various startups and recesses due to COVID, this 
dynamic group persevered and graduated. Cohort Three 
utilized the knowledge gained from their participation in Next 
Gen to complete a final assignment that involved developing 
strategies of how to right the ship at the fictitious “Boys Town 
Hawaii.” The group was able to identify gaps in revenue, the 
absence of marketing to the community, and the lack of a real 
retention plan for staff as a few of the major issues they wanted 
to immediately address.    

Nicole, Emily, and Damien worked cohesively with one another 
throughout the program, developing leadership skills which will 
allow them to move forward in their careers. We are proud of 
their accomplishment and success. 

Next Gen Graduation

Boys Town North Florida recently 
celebrated four students on 
their graduation from Godby 
High School. Residing on the 
Family Home campus, the youth 
showed resilience in having 
returned to brick-and-mortar 
school after completing their 
2020-2021 school year at the ART 
Town Academy due to COVID.  
Each of the graduates intends to 
move on to college or begin their 
career in the workforce. 

Leading up to their graduation, 
staff, board members, and friends of Boys Town graciously donated 
going-away items for the youth such as kitchen items, bedding sets, 
school and work materials, hygiene supplies, and more to fill up 
personalized totes for each of the four graduates. 

These totes were then gifted to the 
graduates during their graduation 
party on Thursday, May 26th, 
just a day before their official 
graduation ceremony from Godby. 
Though rain modified some of the 
graduation party plans, Boys Town 
staff, kids, and friends gathered to 
celebrate these youth and their 
accomplishments. Throughout 
the afternoon, the graduates 
and attendees played games 
and enjoyed special graduation-
themed treats and sno-cones from 
the Big Easy Snowball truck. 

We are proud of each of these graduates. We thank everyone 
who helped us celebrate, sending them off with supplies and 
skills to succeed. 

Boys Town Celebrates Recent Graduates  
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Caniece and her family 
began working with Monica 
Smart-Gainous, Boys Town 
North Florida’s In-Home 
Family Consultant, in 
April 2022. Upon initiating 
services, the family 
focused on safety and 
self-harm behaviors for 
the oldest daughter in 
the home. Monica worked 
with the family to address 
the negative behaviors 
during times of stress. 
And, after making progress 
and assisting the family in 
creating a stay-calm plan, the 
team worked toward finding 
sustainable housing options.

Working a full-time job 
while receiving services 
from Boys Town, Caniece 
searched everywhere for a 
suitable home for the family. 
Eventually, she secured a 
beautiful, clean home and 
was introduced to a free 
application called “Freebie 
Alerts.” Through utilizing the 
app, Caniece found local, free 
furniture posted by others 
in the community. Together, 
Monica and the family successfully furnished the entire home 
with free furniture.

Being in the new home allows the family to feel safe and be able 
to prosper, leaving behind their former mold-infested, leaking, 
and unpleasant home.

“I have never seen 
this family smile so 
much and feel so safe 
as I did when I toured 
the home,” Monica 
said. “They don’t have 
to worry about that 
anymore. In the words 
of my client, ‘We started 
from the bottom, now 
we’re here!’” 

After completing services 
with Boys Town, Caniece 
stated, “Monica helped 
me realize how strong 
I am. She helped me 
find myself.” Caniece 
went on to describe how 
everything in her life is 
drastically better now: 
she has been promoted 
at her job, she and her 
family enjoy spending 
time in the home, and 
the family has grown 
closer together through 
this process.

Caniece credits  
Boys Town and Monica 
for her improved living 
situation. She also 
mentioned she prayed 

each day and strongly believes that God helped her get to a 
better spot. Caniece also credits herself, recognizing that she is 
powerful and capable of anything she puts her mind to. 

Monica reflected on her interaction with helping the family and 
thought of a Father Flanagan quote she knew to be true: 

In-Home Family Services Success Story: 
“Started from the bottom, now we’re here!”

“Change the environment and you’re likely to change the behavior.”
Father Flanagan – Boys Town Founder
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Each summer, Boys Town North Florida staff and children 
look forward to their annual Youth Awards Banquet. This 
event is unlike any other hosted by Boys Town; the evening 
is dedicated to celebrating Family Home program youths’ 
incredible achievements as well as inducting youth into the 
Boys Town family through its Citizenship Ceremony. 

Hosted at the Florida State University Alumni Center, the 
setting provided a regal and warm glow to compliment 
the night’s joyful and meaningful program. Youth arrived 
at the venue via limousine in tuxedos and elegant dresses, 
each strutting down the red carpet to their personalized 
introduction upon their arrival. After each youth was 
introduced or received an award, a thunderous applause from 
the crowd further revered the weight of their accomplishment. 

2022 Youth 
Awards Banquet 

Join the Boys Town Family: Become a 
Family Home Sponsor Today 

One of the easiest and most personal ways to support the youth 
living on our campus is by becoming a Family Home Sponsor. 
Sponsors help cover direct assistance to youth such as food and 
supplies used in the home, clothing, activities fees, and 
educational assistance. This annual cost is approximately 
$78,000 for each of our five homes. 

In an average month, 1,300 youth across Florida (and 15 locally) 
are placed in out-of-home care by child welfare and juvenile 
justice authorities. Since 1983, Boys Town North Florida has 
provided hope and healing to at-risk youth on its 10-acre campus 
in northwest Tallahassee. Up to seven boys or girls, ages 10-18, 
live in each home. The average length of stay is 9 months. 

Boys Town North Florida takes pride in offering an evidence-
based model of care in its homes, which differentiates itself from 
other residential programs. Family-Teachers® (married couples) 
model healthy relationships and teach new skills, break down 
walls of distrust, and support the children through challenges 
with reliability and patience. They build confidence through 
reinforcement of skills taught. 

Sponsoring a home is simple. We provide easy and flexible 
payment options. Whether you give $5, $50, or $500 a month, 
every dollar directly supports a youth living in our homes. In 
return, you will receive a packet with information about your family 
home, quarterly updates about the home’s activities, and a special 
invitation to the campus Christmas Tree Lighting in December. 

Scan the QR code below for more information or contact 
Director of Development Margaret Farris at 850-504-5007  
to learn more. 
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Boys Town North Florida 
Family Home Sponsorship Program

SCAN ME

Leading up to the banquet, the girls selected 
their outfits from a variety of generously donated 
dresses and were treated to have their hair and 
makeup done. As the girls were getting prepared 
and pampered for the occasion, the boys were 
fitted for their tuxes and learned how to properly 
tie their bowties. 

At the banquet, keynote speaker Jennifer Powell 
gave a personal, passionate speech on resilience 
and the importance of perseverance. Youth 
intently listened, internalizing her story of coming 
from an underprivileged background and working 
hard to become Mrs. Florida Earth in 2021 and Mrs. 
Florida America in May 2022. Everyone at Boys 
Town North Florida will be rooting for Mrs. Powell 
when she represents the state of Florida, sharing 
her passion for empowering youth through their 
voices, at the Mrs. America pageant later this year.  

The most treasured and favorite part of the 
evening, the awards ceremony, was met with great 
anticipation. Awards such as Youth Ambassador 
of the Year, Most Imaginative, Most Ambitious, and 
many others showcased each youth’s individuality 
and unique abilities. Congratulations to all the 
Boys Town youth who have worked so hard, 
overcoming personal obstacles, enabling them to 
move forward in their lives.  

Boys Town North Florida would like to thank 
all the vendors and individuals who stepped in 
and made the event memorable for our youth, 
including the Aveda Institute, Mike’s Limousines, 
Florida State University Alumni Association, 
Formals by Vince, Coca-Cola, Abernathy 
Entertainment, Radiance Make-Up, and Mrs. 
Jennifer Powell. Their generous contributions 
made the 2022 Youth Awards Banquet an 
evening to remember.

Congratulations to all the 
Boys Town youth who have 

worked so hard, overcoming 
personal obstacles, enabling 

them to move forward  
in their lives.  

7



The first of Boys Town’s national sites, Boys Town North 
Florida has been serving children and families since 1983.

We partner with area agencies and businesses to 
constantly enhance the quality and variety of care we 
provide in the community. Every year, our services touch 
the lives of more than 5,000 people in North Florida.

Margaret Farris
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

850-504-5007 
margaret.farris@boystown.org

Like us at facebook.com/BoysTownNorthFlorida

Follow us at boystownnorthflorida

Development Office 

For more great stories, visit
        BOYSTOWN.ORG/north-florida

Meet Celeena (CeCe) Mackley, our Family Home Program 
Summer Recreation Coordinator. CeCe has a long, distinct, and 
personal history with Boys Town North Florida and the Family 
Home Program, as her parents, Trinity and Misty Mackley, have 
been Family-Teachers® on the Family Home Campus since 2004. 
CeCe has spent most of her childhood growing up at  
Boys Town North Florida. 

CeCe was 5 years old when her family began their journey with 
Boys Town, moving into Home C on the Family Home Campus  
(a home that housed 6-8 boys). As the years passed, the 
Mackley’s quickly became veteran Family-Teachers on campus. 
When CeCe turned 13, the family moved to Home D, sharing the 
home with 6 other girls around her age. CeCe says some of her 
favorite memories of Boys Town took place in this home.  
She specifically recalls helping the girls do their hair and 
makeup before the annual Youth Awards Banquet and giving 
advice to the girls when they approached her for help. CeCe  
said during these times she felt like a big sister to the other girls 
in the home. 

CeCe has accomplished many things while living at  
Boys Town. Active in her school’s JROTC, she served as the 
Group Commander and the Commander of the Marksmanship 
team. CeCe participated in the school’s Color Guard team, 
Robotics Club, and was a member of the National Honor 
Society, completing more than 120 hours of community service. 

CeCe describes growing up at Boys Town as being part of a 
huge family. Between the kids living on campus, the Family 
Home staff, and even the staff members that work at the 
administrative office, she always felt she was loved.

Most recently, CeCe experienced this love from her Boys Town 
family as they celebrated her for graduating seventh in her 
class from Godby High School and getting accepted into the 
University of Central Florida. CeCe plans to begin the Aerospace 

Engineering program at UCF this August and looks forward to 
beginning the next chapter in her life. After completing college, 
CeCe would like to become an aerospace engineer and design 
planes and military aircraft. Everyone who knows CeCe and 
her drive and determination have little doubt she will make her 
dreams come true! 

Boys Town Youth/Alumni Spotlight – CeCe Mackley 
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