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“The work 
will continue...”

–  Father Edward J. Flanagan,  
Founder of Boys Town

Rhode Island Brother and Sister find 
Their Forever Family with Boys Town 
Foster Parents
When Owen and Harper arrived at Sonia Diaz’s home, the foster 
mom quickly realized she had work to do. Not unlike many 
children in their situation, Owen, age 5, and Harper, age 4, 
had histories of physical and emotional abuse, and each had 
behavioral issues to work through. 

Owen was a rollercoaster of emotions, which often resulted 
in tantrums and outbursts. He desperately needed support to 
learn the skills necessary to work through issues and situations 
in healthier ways. Harper was the opposite – reserved and shy – 
almost to the point of being mute. Sonia wasn’t even able to get 
Harper to choose a pair of shoes to wear in the morning without 
spending the better part of an hour coaxing an answer out of her.

But Sonia and her husband, Jose, weren’t deterred. With over 
nine years of experience as Boys Town Foster Parents, they 
were more than prepared for the challenge. They spent months 
building up trusting relationships with Owen and Harper, and 
focused on empowering them by providing plenty of emotional 
support and guidance. 

Over time, Owen’s emotional outbursts lessened as he learned 
better ways to cope with and express his feelings. And Harper 
eventually began singing at church in front of the entire 
congregation – in Spanish, which is not her first language! 

It didn’t take long before Sonia and Jose decided they couldn’t 
bear the thought of Owen and Harper leaving their home, so  
they began the adoption process. In January of 2020, Owen  
and Harper officially became members of the Diaz family.

Individuals like Sonia and Jose are the reason Boys Town New 
England can provide such incredible care options to its foster 
children. The Diaz family began fostering in 2011 after Sonia just 
couldn’t kick the feeling that “something was missing.” She got 
hooked on watching “Tuesday’s Children,” a weekly spot run on 
Rhode Island news channels that spotlights an adoptable local 
child. On a whim one day, she reached out to Boys Town – and 
since then they’ve never looked back.

Sonia and Jose have built lasting relationships with more than 
two dozen foster children who they’ve welcomed into their home. 

Sonia prides herself on being an advocate for the children in her 
care, their biological families and reunification whenever it is 
possible. She is still in touch with the first sibling set she fostered, 
both are teenagers now, and their mom who Sonia pushed to 
be reunited with her children despite language and cultural 
differences that made communication tough. Over the course of 
their fostering lives, Sonia and Jose have adopted four children 
(although, according to Sonia, Jose would have “adopted them 
all if he could!”). They also have three adult biological children.  
“I always wanted a huge family!” Sonia said while laughing. 

Sonia credits the ease of the foster process to Boys Town 
New England. “The staff at Boys Town New England…they are 
not my coworkers and they are not just another agency – they  
are my family. I can always rely on them, whether I need help  
with my foster kids, my adopted kids or my biological kids. They 
are here for my entire family; every child is important.”

To learn more about becoming a foster parent, please call us 
today at 401-845-2250 (RI) or 800-847-2025 (MA), or visit us  
online at boystown.org/new-england.

“We learn from each other; these kids teach me.”

Rhode Island Brother and Sister Find Their  
Forever Family with Boys Town Foster Parents

Introducing Owen and Harper Diaz!

“The thing that changes everyone  
is love – time and love.”



Spotlight on:  Family and Community Services

Kaitlyn: “I show up every day and give 100% because I have 
seen the change that is possible when you teach families 
positive skills, link them to the right resources and advocate 
for them along the way. There is no better feeling than seeing 
your families happy and healthy.”

Jen: “We get to support families, see them evolve and learn, 
and ultimately reunify. This is why I chose to be in this line of 
work; everyone deserves a chance in life.”

Sharae: “I believe every family falls on hard times and 
deserves to be saved. I enjoy being that positive spark that 
helps families reunite.”

Charles: “We offer hope to our families that they can live 
beyond their current situation. Watching a person transcend 
their circumstances is exhilarating and inspiring!”

Brittany: “It is the task of the enlightened not only to ascend 
to learning and to see the good, but to be willing to descend 
again to those prisoners and to share their troubles and their 
honors, whether they are worth having or not.” – Plato, “The 
Allegory of the Cave”

Anastasia: “I believe in providing genuine support and 
resources for families. I wanted to work somewhere that has a 
concrete, positive impact on the community – and Boys Town 
fights for that.”

Alcida: “Boys Town is changing families’ lives for the better 
on a daily basis. I want to be a part of this mission.”

Melissa: “I have a passion for helping others in times of 
hardship! I want to help empower our clients to be confident, 
courageous and strong for themselves and their families.”

It’s every parent’s worst fear: not being or aving enough for their child. When struggles with employment, housing, 
relationship instabilities or mental and physical health issues affect a parent’s ability to provide a safe and supportive home for their 
child, it can lead to intervention from outside organizations. Our Family and Community Services help struggling families stay together 
and/or help families safely and successfully reunite if children have been removed from the home.

Our Care Coordination Team helps families identify and access needed supports and resources, navigate care systems to keep children 
safe, and improve home stability. Consultants assist with developing and improving parenting skills while also teaching parents to 
advocate for themselves. 

Boys Town In-Home Family Services® have trained Family Consultants who help families in their own homes. The Family Consultants 
empower parents by teaching them new parenting skills and by providing emotional support 24/7.  

Family and Community Services team is led by Kaitlyn and Jen. In 2017, Kaitlyn began working at Boys Town 
after completing her Master’s degree in Barcelona, Spain, and conducting post-thesis research in Lebanon. Jen has been with 
Boys Town since 2008; prior to that, she was in a leadership position at an early childhood facility. 

One of the fun things we like to ask our employees is “Why Boys Town? Why do you show up every day for your families?”  
Our Family and Community Services team member’s answers are incredibly inspiring and truly exemplify our staff as a whole. 
Here are some of their responses:



To Help Her Learn and Grow.
Be The

When 15-year-old Ashley Burke first reached out to Boys Town 
New England’s Development Office in the summer of 2018, 
Development Coordinator, Elizabeth Rose, was impressed  
and excited. 

“Ashley needed a project to do for her Girl Scout troop and chose 
Boys Town,” Rose said. “She had already researched our 
organization and was eager to help children in need. After 
identifying a project that could be done from afar – Ashley lives 
in New York – she offered to make gift tags for our Adopt a Child 
Christmas drive. They were adorable and the kids loved them! 
We were so thankful for her support.”

 

But it didn’t stop there. Ashley wanted to continue 
helping and soon pitched a second project following 
a suggestion made by Boys Town staff. Since many of 
the kids who arrive at Boys Town New England are 
lacking basic toiletries, Ashley volunteered to make 
dozens of drawstring toiletry bags and source all the 
items needed to fill them – right down to the 
hourglass timers the children could flip to make sure 
they were brushing their teeth for the appropriate 
amount of time. Ashley also provided plenty of boxes 
filled with extra items.

In all, Ashley put in more than 120 hours on the project, 
including traveling from her home in New York to 

deliver all the items, tour the campus and meet Boys Town youth 
and staff. From working on the project, Ashley said, “I learned 
that not everyone is born into an ideal childhood or has the 
same opportunities as I do. There is always something you 
can do to help others, no matter how big or small.”

Through her work with Boys Town, Ashley was able to earn her 
Girl Scouts Silver Award, the highest award a Cadette can 
receive. Over the last two years, Ashley has shown an amazing 
dedication to supporting children in need – and for that the 
entire Boys Town New England team is incredibly thankful.  
Well done, Ashley!

Local Middle Schooler Donates More Than 120 Hours of Support

“I wanted to help kids who are 
not as fortunate as I am.”

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS
> Must be at least 21 years  

of age

> Be able to meet the needs of 
the child placed in your home

> Have a valid driver’s license 
and can provide reliable 
transportation

> Maintain a working phone 
with voicemail capability

> Demonstrate financial 
stability

> Be willing to work as part of  
a professional team

> Support and encourage 
the foster child’s family 
relationships

> Cooperate with Boys Town to 
meet all licensure regulations

> Maintain a clean and safe 
home environment

> Become CPR/First aid 
certified

Boys Town New England is growing its Foster Family Services program 
so that more kids will have a safe place to live. As a Boys Town Foster 
Parent, you can make a difference in your community.

CALL US TODAY 
401-845-2250 Rhode Island 
800-847-2025 Massachusetts

VISIT US ONLINE 
boystown.org/new-england



Sunday, July 12 | Gates open at 3 pm  
Newport Polo All Charity Day  
Newport International Polo Grounds | Portsmouth, RI
Tickets can be purchased on our website at boystown.org/new-england. 
One-hundred percent of ticket proceeds benefit Boys Town New England. 
Parking is complimentary.

Sunday, October 11 
Amica Newport Half and Full Marathon 
Easton’s Beach Rotunda | Newport, RI
Support Team Boys Town New England! We have bibs available for 
runners and plenty of volunteer opportunities throughout marathon 
weekend. Contact amanda.baker@boystown.org or 401.608.9532 to 
learn more.
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Amanda Baker
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

401-608-9532
amanda.baker@boystown.org

Elizabeth Rose
DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR

401-608-9581
elizabeth.rose@boystown.org

Development Office 

Upcoming Events

POSTPONED until Further Notice 

Racing for the Roses Charity Soirée 
Previously scheduled for May 2nd, 2020 
The Pavilion at Grace | Providence, RI
In an effort to help halt the spread of COVID-19, Boys Town  
New England will be complying with the US Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention which recommends that all gatherings 
and events of 50 or more be postponed through May. We will be 
postponing our May 2nd event until these recommendations 
change. Updates will be available at boystown.org/new-england  
and at facebook.com/boystownnewnengland. Thank you to all  
who have generously supported our event thus far! If you have  
any questions please reach out to our Development Department  
at 401-608-9581.

Since opening in 1991, Boys Town New England  
has brought life-changing care to tens of thousands of children 
and families in Rhode Island and surrounding states.

Boys Town New England has five Family Homes that serve 
adolescents and young children at its Bazarsky Campus. The site 
also offers Foster Family Services®, In-Home Family Services® and 
Community Support Services®. For children who have completed 
Boys Town New England out-of-home programs, Reunification 
Services are available to help them make a smooth transition back 
to their families and maintain and improve their treatment gains.

 For more great stories, visit
        BOYSTOWN.ORG/NEW-ENGLAND

Like us at facebook.com/BoysTownNewEngland

Follow us at BoysTownNewEngland 

Connect with us @BoysTownNewEng

Join Our Team!


