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“The work 
will continue...”

–  Father Edward J. Flanagan,  
Founder of Boys Town

When sisters Susie, Shannon and Sophia were removed from 
their mother’s care, they moved onto Boys Town’s Family Home 
campus in Portsmouth, Rhode Island. Eventually they became 
eligible for adoption and made it very clear – they did not want to 
be split up. The reasoning they said was simple, “We’re family.”

That was almost seven years ago. Since then, they’ve been 
waiting. Waiting for their forever family and forever home. The 
girls display vibrant personalities, each with a slew of hobbies 
they love – from watching Supernatural, to assembling model 
dollhouses and 1,000-piece puzzles, right down to visiting Boys 
Town staff in the office and telling them all about their favorite 
endangered animals. They are sweet, smart and very typical 
sisters; bickering all day, then dragging blankets to each other’s 
rooms for a sleepover at night.

For most of their time at Boys Town, the sisters were in the care of 
Family-Teachers® Daniel and Ellie Sheehan. The Sheehans were a 
staple here on our Portsmouth campus, known for their kindness 
and patience. As with all Family-Teachers,  the Sheehans ran one 
of our five Family Homes – residential-style treatment facilities 

run in a way that mimics a “normal” home and teaches real  
life skills.

Last summer, with their third child on the way, the Sheehans 
made the very difficult decision to move closer to family and 
leave their positions as Family-Teachers. But the Sheehans had 
developed a love of the three girls. They wanted to adopt them,  
if possible.

With the adoption up in the air, they couldn’t tell the girls what 
was going on right away, but they worked hard to get all the 
pieces in place as quickly as they could. The Sheehans knew that 
Susie, Shannon and Sophia were meant to be part of their  
forever family.

Just about a month ago, the Sheehans and the girls were finally 
reunited. The sisters will now grow up alongside Daniel and Ellie’s 
two sons and infant daughter, surrounded by their extended 
family on a huge farm property. They are exactly where every 
child deserves to be, and we could not be happier to see them 
getting the future they have waited so patiently for. In the words 
of Shannon, “It’s nice to feel that something is forever.”

THREE SISTERS ADOPTED TOGETHER  
BY FORMER BOYS TOWN FAMILY-TEACHERS®

They only ever had one request, that they stay together.

Some names have been changed for privacy.



We reached out to our staff and asked: Who always goes above and beyond 
for our children and families? Who do you strive to emulate each day?  

These are the no-contest nominees.

Arlene Cabral
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT — FOSTER FAMILY SERVICES 

Arlene isn’t just our Foster Family Services Admin; she’s the backbone for our entire office. Her 
desk is the first thing you will see when you arrive at our Portsmouth office and her cheery “Good 
Morning” is the first thing you will hear. Arlene selflessly supports her colleagues, both programs 
and administration alike, with whatever is needed to support our team while they work virtually.

Jessica Davis
PROGRAM SUPPORT SERVICES COORDINATOR

Jess is a vital member of our team, ensuring all our youth are kept safe and secure for the duration 
of their time at Boys Town. She was nominated for her willingness to always rise to the occasion 
and do whatever is needed to put Boys Town’s Mission and our youth’s safety first. 

Maria Gibau
SCHOOL SUPPORT SPECIALIST, LIFT TOGETHER WITH BOYS TOWN

Maria transitioned into her role as School Support Specialist in September 2020 and to lighten the 
role for her teammates, kept families in her caseload from her previous role as an In-Home Family 
Services Consultant, all while continuing to teach Common Sense Parenting® classes! Maria always 
does whatever is needed to ensure our children and families succeed. We are so thankful for her.

Melissa DuBois
CARE COORDINATION SERVICES CONSULTANT

Melissa’s commitment to excellence has really shined over the past few months. She has assisted 
with onboarding new staff members, greatly improved her own outcomes with families and is 
a leader of Latinx Organization Understanding Diversity (LOUD) – one of Boys Town’s Employee 
Resource Groups driving our Diversity, Equality and Inclusion initiative. She has also played a key 
role in implementing new systems for her program aimed at enhancing the quality of care we 
provide. Melissa is a Boys Town leader, through and through.

Riley Huntington (not pictured) 

FAMILY HOME PROGRAM CONSULTANT
Riley was nominated for her hard work and dedication to our Family Home Program. Riley always 
goes the extra mile for her team, and no one speaks about the youth living in our Family Homes 
with as much pride and admiration as she does!

We’re All in This Together:
Staff Shoutouts

Arlene Cabral

Jessica Davis

Maria Gibau

Melissa DuBois



Throughout the month of May, our social media pages will be 
filled with adoption stories and information about our Foster 
Care Program. In the meantime, we would like to take this 
opportunity to challenge you with this: throughout this very 
important month, will you help us spread the word about the 
light and love fostering a child in-need can bring to a home? 

So many of our Foster Families join us via word-of-mouth.  
They hear from a friend, co-worker or neighbor about the great 
work Boys Town is doing and they think, “I want to do that, too!” 
During the month of May, we challenge you to tell at least one  
person who you think may be interested in fostering  
about Boys Town New England. 

To learn more about fostering with Boys Town New England, please 
email sara.hinchcliffe@boystown.org or carol.wild@boystown.org.

DID YOU KNOW 
that May is Foster Care 

Awareness Month? 

WORK AT BOYS TOWN

To Help Him Learn and Grow.
Be The

Boys Town New England is growing its Foster Family Services program 
so that more kids will have a safe place to live. As a Boys Town Foster 
Parent, you can make a difference in your community.

CALL US TODAY 
401-845-2250 Rhode Island 
800-847-2025 Massachusetts

VISIT US ONLINE 
boystown.org/new-england
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Amanda Baker
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

401-608-9532
amanda.baker@boystown.org

Elizabeth Rose
DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR

401-608-9581
elizabeth.rose@boystown.org

Development Office Since opening in 1991, Boys Town New England  
has brought life-changing care to tens of thousands of children 
and families in Rhode Island and surrounding states.

Boys Town New England has five Family Homes that serve 
adolescents and young children at its Bazarsky Campus. The site 
also offers Foster Family Services®, In-Home Family Services® and 
Community Support Services®. For children who have completed 
Boys Town New England out-of-home programs, Reunification 
Services are available to help them make a smooth transition back 
to their families and maintain and improve their treatment gains.

 For more great stories, visit
        BOYSTOWN.ORG/NEW-ENGLAND

Like us at facebook.com/BoysTownNewEngland

Follow us at BoysTownNewEngland 

Connect with us @BoysTownNewEng

Memorial Day Run 
MAY 29-31, 2021

Boys Town New England is excited to be hosting our 39th 
Memorial Day Run that is fun for the entire family. This 
virtual run is an opportunity for individuals and families  
in New England to be a part of something bigger. Register 
today to run or walk in support of children and families in  
this community and others across the United States.  
Visit MemorialDayRun.org and be sure to choose  
New England from the dropdown menu so the funds  
stay right here in our community! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

On Thursday, April 1, 2021, Boys Town New England 
participated in the second annual 401Gives. 401Gives is a 
statewide virtual fundraiser aimed at uniting Rhode Islanders 
behind the 300+ nonprofits serving their local communities.  
This year, with the support of our friends and champions,  
we raised $6,420 for our programs and services. 

To learn more about 401Gives, please visit 401gives.org.

401GIVES RECAP 

Thank you to each of you that donated. Every dollar 
makes a difference for our children and families. 


