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“The work 
will continue...”

–  Father Edward J. Flanagan,  
Founder of Boys Town

BUY A BIRD
One thing every family deserves is the opportunity to enjoy a  
hot meal together on the holidays.

You can help make that happen! Boys Town New England will 
once again be providing Thanksgiving baskets for the families  
in our community-based programs. Each basket costs 
approximately $85 to make and feeds a family of 4-6. These 
baskets include a turkey, vegetables, stuffing ingredients, gravy, 
fruit, pie crusts and filling, and fresh herbs and spices.

To help us meet our fundraising goal of $7,500, 
please make your tax-deductible donation between 
November 1 – 15 at boystown.org/BuyaBird2020.

ADOPT A CHILD

During the holiday season  
Boys Town New England will provide gifts 

for over 300 children, most of whom will not 
receive Christmas presents without our help. 

Our holiday Adopt a Child gift drive is 
designed to match a child in need to a 

family that can help make their Christmas 
morning extra special. 

If you are interested in adopting  
a youth this holiday season please  

visit boystown.org/AdoptaChild2020. 

You can also learn more about supporting our Buy a Bird or Adopt a Child events  
by leaving a message at 401-608-9581. Our Development Office will return your call.



Sometimes, it’s just meant to be. When Katie and 
Jon Russell first heard about Boys Town New England, that’s 
how it felt. They were ready to grow their family and had been 
exploring options for a while, but just hadn’t found quite the  
right fit.

Then, on Mother’s Day a few years ago, members of the  
Boys Town New England Foster Care team visited Katie and Jon’s 
church to share information about becoming a foster family. 
Once they learned about the children placed through Boys Town, 
and discovered the constant, committed support Boys Town 
would offer every step along the way, they knew – this was it.

From day one, Katie and Jon loved fostering through Boys Town. 
“We never felt alone in the process. We’d never been parents; we 
started at ground zero, rookie level, and Boys Town supported us 
the entire way.”

As placements started arriving, any fears they had going into the 
process quickly disappeared.

Yes, it was hard. The children in their home had experienced 
trauma; many of them had a multitude of challenging and heart-
wrenching behaviors to work through. But Katie and Jon quickly 
realized that what these kids needed was patience, support and 
love. That, combined with safety and creature comforts, was the 
recipe for success. They could offer all those things in abundance, 
and soon poured their hearts and souls into the children placed 
in their home. They quickly built strong relationships with the 
Boys Town staff, fellow foster families, and the youth placed  
with them.

Then, two sisters stole their hearts.

Kaylee arrived first. At only 6 years old, Kaylee had already been 
placed in four other homes, including one congregate care facility, 
before coming to Boys Town. The following year her little sister 
Avery, only 3 years old and on her fifth placement, also moved in 
with Katie and Jon.

 

Boys Town New England Foster Care Couple  
Give Sisters a Forever Family



The girls had not lived in the same home since Avery was an 
infant, and therefore had never experienced the “normal” 
moments sisters should. They had never listened to bedtime 
stories together, never enjoyed a popcorn and family movie night 
on the couch, and never headed outside on a warm summer day 
to play. Katie and Jon were thrilled to watch the girls’ relationship 
grow and thrive.

One evening, the Russells drove the girls to visit with their 
biological aunt; they met her at a local Friendly’s. It was freezing 
cold, and she was running late. While they waited, the girls 
snuggled up together in the backseat. Sitting there, watching the 
girls giggle and whisper secrets to each other – Katie and Jon 
knew, Kaylee and Avery were here to stay.

It wasn’t long after that they reached out to the girls’ social worker 
and began pursuing their adoption. It wasn’t a simple process 

-- the girls were removed from their parents because of rampant 
drug use and homelessness, and there was plenty of paperwork 
and court dates involved to solidify the adoptions – but none of 
that mattered. These sisters, separated for months, would now be 
a family again.

On Thursday, July 23rd, 2020, Jon, Katie, Kaylee and Avery 
became a forever family. The team at Boys Town New England is 
so thrilled to be a part of their story and wishes them all the best!

And, the story doesn’t stop there! Katie and Jon will continue their 
foster care journey and they, alongside their new daughters, will 
continue welcoming Boys Town New England children in need 
into their hearts and home.

For tips, tricks, resources and stories about foster 
care please check out Katie’s blog at 
foreverfosteredinlove.com. Learn more about how 
you can #BetheOne to make a difference in a foster 
child’s life at boystown.org/new-england.

To Help Him Learn and Grow.
Be The

Boys Town New England is growing its Foster Family Services program 
so that more kids will have a safe place to live. As a Boys Town Foster 
Parent, you can make a difference in your community.

CALL US TODAY 
401-845-2250 Rhode Island 
800-847-2025 Massachusetts

VISIT US ONLINE 
boystown.org/new-england
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Your Support Lifts Us
We would like to extend our gratitude to every single one of 
you. This has been an especially tough year on all of us; with your 
generosity we have been able to stay the course, and have not 
strayed from our mission of strengthening our local communities 
by helping children and families in crisis. We could not have 
gotten through this year without you.

We would also like to give a special shout out to the foundations 
and organizations who have generously supported our work  
in 2020. 

 

Amanda Baker
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

401-608-9532
amanda.baker@boystown.org

Elizabeth Rose
DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR

401-608-9581
elizabeth.rose@boystown.org

Development Office Since opening in 1991, Boys Town New England  
has brought life-changing care to tens of thousands of children 
and families in Rhode Island and surrounding states.

Boys Town New England has five Family Homes that serve 
adolescents and young children at its Bazarsky Campus. The site 
also offers Foster Family Services®, In-Home Family Services® and 
Community Support Services®. For children who have completed 
Boys Town New England out-of-home programs, Reunification 
Services are available to help them make a smooth transition back 
to their families and maintain and improve their treatment gains.

 For more great stories, visit
        BOYSTOWN.ORG/NEW-ENGLAND

Like us at facebook.com/BoysTownNewEngland

Follow us at BoysTownNewEngland 

Connect with us @BoysTownNewEng


