
The Engelstad Family Foundation + Boys Town Nevada

On the Frontline  
for Families

Give the gift that saves families, supports schools  
and strengthens our communities
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The Engelstad Family 
Foundation has pledged  
$5 million to extend this school-
based initiative and expand services 
to as many as 28 local schools and 
their families over the next four years.

The pledge is contingent on  
Boys Town Nevada raising a  
matching $5 million for the project.

A $1 million gift has already 
been made by Boys Town’s 
national office because this 
program has proven to be so 
effective and empowering for 
children and families.

The remaining $4 million must come from caring supporters  like you!

Imagine waking up in the morning to get 
ready for school. You put on the same clothes 
you’ve worn for the last two days. There’s no 
food in the house, so there’s no breakfast.

You walk down the stairs of your apartment building and step over the 
broken bottle at the bottom. 

On the days you decide to go to school, you walk there by yourself. 

Your family doesn’t have a car.

In the classroom, it’s hard to concentrate. You just started going to 
this school a few weeks ago because your family was evicted from 
your last apartment and had to move. You’re behind in your studies 
so you don’t pay much attention to the teacher. And there’s too many 
rules; you’d rather do what you want to do. It seems like you’re 
always in trouble.  

At least you’ll get to eat lunch. It might be your only meal of the day.

It doesn’t get any better when you go home after school. You have 
homework but no one can help you because your mom works the  
night shift, or can’t read English or never finished school. Luckily, 
you get a peanut butter sandwich for supper. But your stomach 
aches as you crawl into bed. You don’t want to think about tomorrow, 
believing it will be just as bad as today.

This scenario plays out for thousands of children every day in our 
community.

These children are on a fast track to 
failure, and their families don’t know 
where to turn for help.
Many boys and girls won’t graduate high school or be able to find 
a job. But one thing is almost certain if things don’t change: They 
will continue this cycle of poverty, parenting struggles and school 
failure as adults and later as parents with kids of their own.

Funding for the first two years of this initiative was provided through a $2 million 
grant from the Engelstad Family Foundation.

Now, with your help, this life-changing initiative can save more children and 
families in need, preparing youngsters for success as they live, learn, grow up 
and eventually become productive adults in our community.

S ince 2014, four local schools have been working 
with a coalition of community organizations, 
including Boys Town Nevada, to provide much-
needed services to students and their families 
through a school-based initiative.
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the Problem: the Solution:
Academic Failure, Poor Attendance, Disruptive 
Classroom Behaviors, Chaotic Home Environments

A Collaborative, Focused Effort to Meet Families Where 
They Are and Lift Them Up to Where They Should Be
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Join the campaign now!
The Engelstad Family Foundation will 
match $5 million in donations to expand 
and implement a life-changing program  
in more than two dozen schools.

Right now, the Engelstad Family Foundation, 
Boys Town Nevada and educators throughout 
our community are working to make a 
difference – one student, one family, one 
classroom and one school at a time. Support 
this cause today so our community will 
have more successful students, more stable 
families and more secure neighborhoods. 

100% of your donation stays right here 
in our community, helping Nevada’s at-risk 

students and families!

Total
$10,000,000

In Place
Boys Town National
$1,000,000

Needed
Boys Town
Nevada
$4,000,000

Matched
Engelstad Family 
Foundation
$5,000,000

In the first two years of the Engelstad-
funded school-based initiative, seven 
Boys Town Nevada Family Consultants 
and Care Coordinators worked   

 directly in four participating schools 
– Von Tobel Middle School and its three 
feeder elementary schools, Myrtle Tate, 
Jay W. Jeffers and Fay Herron.

The total enrollment of these schools  
was 3,617 students. Through October 
2015, 695 students and 217 families had 
received life-changing support from  
Boys Town Nevada.

These positive results stem mainly  
from the advantages of having Boys Town 
Nevada staff work right in the schools of 
the students they serve. These  
advantages include:  

   Boys Town services are immediate. Families often must contend with 
a waiting list or other delays in order to receive assistance from other 
resources. With a Boys Town Family Consultant or Care Coordinator 
being on site at a school, he or she can quickly be made aware of and 
respond to a student or family problem, set up an initial meeting to 
discuss the best kind of assistance and get families started in a program.

   Boys Town Consultants develop a personal relationship with families, 
establishing a foundation of trust that makes services more effective.

   Boys Town Nevada has an Integrated Continuum of Care®, meaning  
we can provide a variety of services so children and families can get  
the right help, in the right way, at the right time.

   When a situation calls for specialized assistance, Boys Town Nevada 
can coordinate services in the community for families and help them 
navigate through systems that are often complex and confusing.

(continued on pg 6)

This $10 million effort will mean…  

    Boys Town Nevada Family 
Consultants and Care 
Coordinators are on site  
in up to 28 area schools. 

   Struggling students and  
parents have immediate  
access to help. 

   At-risk families have  
advocates who will support,  
guide and encourage them.   

   Parenting, counseling and  
family support programs are 
always accessible.

2013-2014 2014-2015

74

36

Required Parent  
Conferences (RPC)* Decrease  
After Boys Town Nevada Services:

*  For Myrtle Tate students. RPCs address 
student misbehavior through face-to-face 
parent-staff meetings.

the Campaign: Life-Changing Results:
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   Boys Town services are based on the research-proven Boys Town 
Model® of Care. Boys Town Nevada is an established leader in child 
care in Las Vegas, helping thousands of children and families  
every year.

   By meeting the individual 
needs of students and 
their families, Boys Town 
Nevada services can create 
a “ripple” effect that leads 
to more widespread and 
far-reaching improvements. 
For example, if providing 
assistance to one student 
who regularly disrupts 
the classroom helps 
that student use more 
appropriate behaviors 
and become a role model 
for others, the classroom 
becomes a more positive 
learning environment. 
Specifically, the teacher 
can spend more time on 
instruction and less time on 
correction. If this happens 
in many classrooms in one 
school, the school’s entire learning environment improves.  
And when enough schools improve, the district can begin to 
see progress in measureable outcomes like school attendance, 
academic achievement, classroom behavior and family participation.

   Boys Town Nevada staff members can start providing services 
to families when their children are in kindergarten and the lower 
elementary grades. Working with younger students and their 
parents can give them a better chance at long-term success as 
stable, nurturing families.

Maria’s Story
Maria and her daughters, Aimee and 
Athziry, have a happier, healthier home 
thanks to the life-saving services 
provided through this school-based 
initiative and Boys Town Nevada.

Emotionally spent and financially 
broke, Maria Regalado was caught in 
a whirlwind of despair and devastation. 
In her words, life was “like a tornado.”

Her daughters’ school attendance was 
abysmal, and their truancy raised red 
flags with teachers. School officials 
referred the family to Boys Town 
Nevada, which had staff at the school 
to help struggling students and at-risk 
families like Maria’s.   

A Boys Town Nevada Consultant met 
with Maria and identified her family’s 

many needs. A lack of money, with all 
its associated burdens and limits, was 
one major obstacle. Parenting was 
another. When overcome by stress, 
Maria turned harsh and overbearing 
or aloof and distracted. There was 
no normalcy, consistency, rules or 
routines for the girls.   

To stabilize the family’s situation, 
the Consultant connected Maria to 
a local food bank where she could 
stock up on healthy breakfast and 
dinner staples. Maria also attended 

Boys Town Common Sense Parenting® 
classes, where she learned how to 
use effective discipline, communicate 
more effectively with her daughters (as 
well as with their school) and create 
structure in her home.  

The intervention efforts were intense 
and not always easy for Maria, but 
she is grateful for Boys Town’s help, 
describing it as a “blessing.”

“I have a new outlook on how I can 
redirect my daughters and my family,” 
Maria said. Watch Maria’s full story on 
boystown.org/Nevada.

“I had no job. My power 
bill was due. My rent 
was due. I was ready to 
be evicted. I had more 
problems than answers.”
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Ripple Effect from  
1 Student Assisted:
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One Family’s Story:
»       Education is the key to a strong middle  

class and to boys and girls leading  
                     successful lives.



Boys Town Nevada
Denise Biben, President and Executive Director
821 North Mojave Road Las Vegas, NV 89101  
P: 702-642-7070  F: 702-649-3906
infonv@boystown.org  |  boystown.org/Nevada

Boys Town Nevada Board of Directors
Governing Board of Directors:
Father Steven Boes, National Executive Director

Denise Biben, President

Paul Huygens, Chair

Brian Plaster, Vice-Chair

David Saltman, Secretary

Farrow Smith, Jr., Immediate Past Chair
Jeff Fusselman, Treasurer
Paul Beehler   
Kevin M. Buckley
Michael F. Campbell
Dave Courvoisier
Ivy Gage
Robert Graham
James Houssels   
John Marushok
Tony Sgro
Denise Walsh

Honorary Board:
Senator Richard Bryan
Norm Jenkins
The Honorable Charles McGee  
Phyllis McGuire
Winnie Schulman
Tami Wells 

Advisory Board:
Joseph Brown
Dawn M. Cica
Matthew Cooper
Dr. Mark J. Escoto
Amanda M. Pengilly
Rudy Prieto
Giovanna Raccosta
Bob Ranney
Jeanne Smith
Daniel Tuntland
Hilary Westrom
Senator Valerie Wiener
Thomas Wilczek 
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Celebrate our 25th Anniversary  by helping us  reach our $10 million goal!


