
Follow Carlatta and Kaye’s Journey 
with Boys Town Nevada

Kaye is a smart, sweet, vivacious young girl, but she was 
struggling. She’d been in and out of multiple foster homes  
and was desperate for attention and affection. When Carlatta 
took Kaye in, she was hopeful it would turn out to be Kaye’s 
forever home, but after all Kaye had been through, behavioral 
issues continued. It was at that point that a Boys Town School  
Support Specialist working at Kaye’s school recognized her 
struggles and recommended her family work with an In-Home 
Family Consultant.  

Carlatta was hesitant to let a stranger into her home. But she 
found Ashley, the Boys Town Consultant, to be warm, focused 
and helpful. Over the course of three-plus months Ashley 
worked with Carlatta and Kaye, helping them to build upon their 
strengths, and finding tools to help address challenges. Slowly 
but surely, Kaye’s behavior improved, and Carlatta’s comfort in 
being a hands-on parent to Kaye grew. 

Working with Boys Town provided guidance and tools at a time 
when Carlatta says she felt hopeless.  With new parenting skills 
and a new perspective, Carlatta officially adopted Kaye earlier 
this year, providing the love and consistency that Kaye had been 
searching for! 
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“The work 
will continue...”

–  Father Edward J. Flanagan,  
Founder of Boys Town

Visit us at boystown.org/nevada to see a 
video about Carlatta and Kaye’s journey 
with Boys Town!



Dear Community Partners,

This coming year, 2021, will mark an 
exciting milestone for Boys Town Nevada  
as we celebrate 30 years of service to the 
Las Vegas community. 

As we look back at the past 30 years of 
supporting children and families, we are beyond grateful for the 
support the Nevada community has shown along the way.  
We are proud of what we’ve accomplished together in the interest 
of helping local families. Throughout 2021, we will come together 
to celebrate and recognize many of our leaders, partners, and 
supporters through the years. 

 We will also be looking forward as we strive to continue to  
serve the many children and families who still need support.  
That is why we are thrilled to 
be launching the 30th  
Anniversary Campaign for 
Behavioral Change.

In keeping with our mission, 
this campaign seeks to support 
our continued efforts to save 
children and heal families in 
Southern Nevada. Over the 
years, our program focus has 
grown and evolved to ensure 
that we are maximizing our 
resources to keep children 
safe, families whole, and make 
our community stronger.  
We remain committed to 
serving the communities who need our services most, and to 
changing the landscape of behavioral health and education in 
Southern Nevada. 

In recent years our local programs have shifted to take on a 
prevention and early intervention model, and to be able to 
impact more children and families each and every year.  
The LIFT Together program addresses urgent needs among 
schools, students, and their families.

Nevada’s public schools are consistently ranked near the bottom 
in state measurement categories by major education-centered 
news organizations. Of the 73 schools on the Nevada Department 
of Education’s list of underperforming schools, 47 are part of 
Clark County School District. Those 47 schools serve more than 
46,000 students. Educators have the responsibility to improve 
school performance, but from our experience, we know that 
stable homes and supportive families are equally important for 
the success of individual students. Simply put, schools cannot 
succeed when students’ families are failing.  

This is where Boys Town Nevada can help. 

Las Vegas is an amazing city with much to 
offer, but accessible mental health services 
hasn’t always made the list. The Department 
of Health & Human Services has designated 
most of Nevada as a health professional 
shortage area. There simply are not enough 

doctors and mental health providers to meet the demand.

In 2020, with a growing waiting list of three to six months, and 
more requests for specialized services amidst the coronavirus 
pandemic, our Behavioral Health Clinic initiated an expansion 
plan. In our 30th year, we will grow our team of licensed 
psychologists to serve more youth, and provide a broader scope 
of diagnostic and treatment services in a landscape that is lacking.

Each year, child welfare officials in Clark County receive about 
10,500 reports of child abuse 
or neglect, according to the 
Nevada Department of Health 
and Human Services, Division 
of Child and Family Services. 
These families are slipping 
through cracks in the system – 
cracks that our programs  
can fill.

As if these community issues 
weren’t pressing enough, the 
health and economic crisis 
brought on by the pandemic 
has only exacerbated these 
issues for many already 
struggling families.  

Children have been home from school for months. Stress for 
many of these families is at an all-time high, with social safety 
nets and support systems seemingly out of reach. Mental health 
services, educational assistance, and community support are 
needed now more than ever. 

In the coming months you will receive a Save the Date 
for our 30th Anniversary Celebration in 2021, as well 
as more information on our anniversary Campaign 
for Behavioral Change. We hope you will join us as we 
work to change the lives of children and families in 
our community for the next 30 years, and beyond.

Partners in Change,

John Etzell
Executive Director
Boys Town Nevada 

Spotlight on: 30 Years of Serving the Las Vegas Community



Boys Town Nevada is hosting our Corporate Team Challenge, 
Thursday, Oct. 1 at Las Vegas Topgolf! This event will feature 
golfing games, drinks, appetizers and a silent auction.  
Not only will teams have the opportunity for employee 
bonding and friendly competition after months of working 
from home – they’ll also be supporting a great cause in the 
process. All proceeds will go towards supporting Boys Town 
Nevada services.

Is your company team up to the challenge? It’s not too late  
to join in and compete! If you’re interested in sponsoring  
and/or joining a team, contact Stephanie Lahat at  
stephanie.lahat@boystown.org. 

“Back to School” looks very different for families here in 
Nevada this fall as the Clark County School District has opted 
for full-time virtual learning amidst the coronavirus pandemic. 

Boys Town Nevada has also made changes and adjustments 
to continue to serve kids and families through our LIFT 
Together program, an initiative that sees Boys Town partner 
with local schools to address behavioral challenges both in 
the classroom and at home. Our School Support Specialists 
may not be physically on campus, but they are still supporting 
students and their families. 

Through flexibility, and with the assistance of technology,  
Boys Town Nevada staff has found ways to continue to provide 
the imperative services that LIFT Together encompasses.  
Staff are working face-to-face with families to ensure they  
have the materials and infrastructure for their children to 
learn at home. Our Family Consultants work with families to 
set up schedules for home schooling, and to continue to  
work on parenting skills and address behavioral issues, 
including truancy.

Staff will also be 
hosting Virtual Social 
Skills Groups, bringing 
students together in 
a safe and distanced 
capacity. Additionally, 
Boys Town trainers will 
provide specialized  
virtual trainings to 
teachers on how to 
identify students  
who may need additional support and services.

Boys Town’s staff remains committed to serving children  
and families in our community and maintain a flexible 
approach to program administration during these  
challenging times. To learn more about LIFT Together and 
Boys Town’s other programs, contact Jessica Sasso at  
jessica.sasso@boystown.org.

Boys Town Nevada LIFT Together 
Program Helping Kids and Families 
During Virtual Learning

All of us at Boys Town Nevada are 
extremely excited to see our loyal 
donors, partners, and friends for 
this event, but of course safety is 
our top priority. We are carefully 
monitoring the coronavirus 
situation and have taken 
additional precautions to  
ensure that physical distancing  
is observed. This will be an  
intimate evening with limited 
capacity and exposure. 

It’s almost time!



As the demand for imperative 
services has continued 
to grow throughout this 
pandemic, so does  
Boys Town Nevada’s staff.

This Spring, April Cruda 
joined Boys Town Nevada 
as our Graduate Intern. 
Currently finishing her 
Master’s degree in Public 
Health at UNLV, April 
was searching to join an 
organization and mission 
that spoke to her passions 
and career interests. 

“I found passion in doing 
community work, health 
promotion, and prevention,” 
April said. “Couple that with 
my love for kids, and you’ve 
got my dream job -- working 
with children’s wellness.”

Starting her new role with Boys Town during quarantine 
wasn’t necessarily easy, but April connected with the work 
being done by Boys Town Nevada and eagerly jumped in to 
make an impact at a time when it was most definitely needed.

“Not to mention,” said April, “all of the staff at this 
organization genuinely cares, and loves what they do, and it 
shows! There is nothing better than being part of a team that 
cares about what they do and treats each other well.”

Originally from San Jose, 
California, April moved to Las 
Vegas three years ago to begin 
her master’s program at UNLV, 
which she will complete at the 
end of 2020. She is also currently 
working for UNLV and the 
Southern Nevada Health District 
to help with COVID response 
and contact tracing, playing 
an imperative role in a critical 
moment in history.

April works on a variety of 
projects with Boys Town Nevada, 
from helping to plan and execute 
community resource events and 
fundraising events, to working 
with our School Support team 
to prepare what will surely be 
another unprecedented year. 
When the pandemic is over,  
you can be sure to find April 

singing her heart out at a local Karaoke spot, specializing  
in Disney tunes!

Boys Town Nevada is grateful to have had April 
join our team and can’t wait to see her many    
contributions to public health and the community!  
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For 30 years, Boys Town Nevada has positively impacted 
and changed the lives of thousands of children and families 
through its transformative care and services. Boys Town 
believes today, as our founder Father Edward Flanagan did 
over 100 years ago, that every child deserves a future, every 
family deserves to stay together, and every community 
deserves to thrive. Boys Town offers hope. But we offer hope 
as more than just an abstract concept; we substantiate it 
with programs and solutions grounded in our deep 
experience and supported by our decades of research.

Boys Town Nevada has brought life-changing care to tens of 
thousands of children and families in Nevada since opening 
its doors in 1991. Every year, the site’s services impact the 
lives of more than 4,000 people in Nevada.

 For more great stories, visit
        BOYSTOWN.ORG/NEVADA

Stephanie Lahat 
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

702-724-8406 
stephanie.lahat@boystown.org

Christine Frederick
DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR

702-724-8409
christine.frederick@boystown.org

Employee Spotlight:  
April Cruda

Development Office 

Like us at facebook.com/BoysTownNevada

Follow us at instagram.com/boystownnevada/

Connect with us at twitter.com/boystownnevada


