
 
Friends,

If you feel like me, 2020 is a year that will look much better in 
the rear-view mirror. To varying extents, this year has brought 
with it hardship, unforeseen challenges, isolation, anxiety, and 
even grief. There’s no sugar coating it – it’s been a tough time 
for our community, especially the youth and families in our care 
who are disproportionately impacted. Despite these struggles, 
they have been incredibly resilient, thanks in part to our deeply 
committed staff of youth care workers, family consultants, 
Family-Teachers, and other members of our support team.

With 2020’s holiday season upon us, I’ve thought a lot about a 
quote from Brené Brown, “A good life happens when you stop and 
are grateful for ordinary moments that so many of us just steamroll 
over to try to find those extraordinary moments.” While it’s not 
always easy to do, finding gratitude and celebrating the ordinary 
moments of this year have helped me immensely: watching our 
EHS toddlers learn to count, staff rehashing last night’s Saints 
game before yet another video call starts, and youth 

in our Family Homes receiving positive feedback for doing a  
good deed. These are the ordinary moments at Boys Town that 
remind us that we are resilient.

I’m also filled with gratitude for each of you, our incredible 
community of supporters, who have stepped up to help us 
survive this tumultuous year. Your kindness, support, and 
investment in our work have made the successes of this  
year possible.

From all of us at Boys Town Louisiana, we wish you and your 
loved ones a healthy and happy holiday season. May you seek 
out and find peace in your own beautiful ordinary moments. 

 

Gratefully,

Rashain Carriere-Williams
Executive Director

Fall/Winter 2020 Newsletter   

“The work 
will continue...”
—  Father Edward J. Flanagan,  

Founder of Boys Town

LETTER FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



Spotlight on:  Family Home Program 

Distance Learning with the  
Family Home Program 
Like all parents this school year, Boys Town Louisiana had to 
decide if our residential youth should continue virtual learning, 
go back to physical school, or try a combination of the two.  
With up to 18 youth in our Family Home program at any given 
time all going to different schools, Boys Town Louisiana 
ultimately decided to proceed with distance learning this 
semester to prevent possible exposure to COVID-19. We did this 
to preserve the health and safety of youth and staff. 

In general, youth aged 12-17 reside in our Family Home program 
(in other words, middle and high schoolers). Within these pivotal 
grade levels, students typically have eight different class periods. 
When schools suddenly closed in March, our Family-Teachers 
became full-time classroom educators and tutors overnight.  
They were challenged to design desk areas at home, balance 
various school schedules, and keep students focused. 

The challenges of the spring led Boys Town to recognize the need 
for additional support so that both students and Family-Teachers 
can be successful. We hired two Education Specialists specifically 
to assist our residential youth with distance learning. These staff 
members have teaching backgrounds and are able to assist 
youth with class assignments and homework. With extra support 
from the Education Specialists, the Family-Teachers can take 
turns supervising and offer individualized attention, allowing 
them the opportunity to take breaks.

On Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, the Family Home 
program meets at Boys Town Louisiana’s New Orleans East office, 
which has enough desks and space for the youth to socially 
distance and be monitored relatively easily.  

Simulating a collective school environment also helps our youth 
maintain a routine and be social with other students their age. 
They have even started incorporating physical education and a 
book club during the school day! 

“As most of our youth come to us with some academic 
deficiencies, I started the book club to strengthen our youths’ 
reading comprehension skills and help to expand their 
vocabulary,” explains Family Home Consultant Brandon Devezin. 
Several staff members have also joined the book club and get to 
spend more time with youth as fellow readers, as opposed  
to teachers.

They plan on reading short stories, with vocabulary as an added 
exercise; youth have to read the book and also define the words 
that they didn’t know the meaning of. Their first story is “The 
Secret Lives of the Nine Negro Teeth of George Washington,” a 
fantasy and comedy.   

Interested in helping our residential youth in 
their learning? We are looking for volunteers to 
help simulate another part of school — the cafeteria! 
Specifically, we are looking for food donations to  
feed 15 youth and staff three days a week at our  
New Orleans East office (6600 Plaza Drive, Suite 212, 
New Orleans, LA 70127). If interested, please contact 
Julia Turkevich: julia.turkevich@boystown.org.



THANK YOU FOR  
HELPING BOYS TOWN  
GO BACK TO SCHOOL! 
Thank you to everyone who donated school supplies to our Care 
Coordination program! In addition to the 36 pairs of headphones 
we wished for to help students transition to virtual learning, we 
received donations of traditional school supplies – including 
binders, notebooks, pens, and paper – and craft supplies. These 
donations, along with a generous contribution from NiaLife 
Center for Counseling, were valued at approximately $1,450.

In addition to our older students in Care Coordination, the craft 
supplies will directly support our Early Head Start program. 
Since the summer, EHS Consultants have been putting together 
care packages to help parents practice learning exercises and 
creativity at home with their young learners. 

Special thanks to the following individuals who made sure our 
students of all ages were prepared this school year: Andrea 
James Williams, Anetra Cordier, Bryant Deruise Jr., Daniel 
Williams, Dyishia Morgan Neal, Eddie Dollis Jr., Jensen Quadros, 
Judith Brown, Kevin Jones, Lori Neal, Louise Segura Cook, 
Mequan Cage, Raushanah Hunter, Sabrina Royal, Shannon Dyers, 
Shyrl Bagneris, Shauna Snipes, Tanessa Turner, Tanya Chapman-
Griffin, and Trenise Saverin Reed.

We’d also like to thank High Voltage, NiaLife Center for 
Counseling, NOLA Travel Agency, and St. Catherine of Siena 
Women’s Club. 

ADAPTING TO THE 
NEW NORMAL 

Thank you so much to Shell for partnering with Boys Town 
Louisiana again this year! On Nov. 13, Shell Exploration hosted 
its 19th Annual Shell HERO Giving Campaign Golf Tournament 
& Cook Off Competition at the Beau Chene Country Club to 
raise funds for local community organizations. 

“With the current COVID outbreak, it is more important than 
ever to support our local charities,” says tournament co-chair, 
Andy Kihm. “Although we had to make some adjustments this 
year to protect all participants, we felt it was important to 
continue this tradition to support our community.”

Special thanks to Tom DeRoche (Shell HERO committee chair), 
Andy Kihm, and Peter Jacobsen (tournament co-chairs) for 
your efforts to continue this tradition! Shell’s support goes a 
long way in helping children and families in Boys Town 
Louisiana’s care. Shell Exploration and its employees have 
provided more than $100,000 in funding to Boys Town 
Louisiana over the past several years.

SPONSOR  
SHOUTOUT  

HOLIDAY 
WISHLIST 

Cool weather is finally here, and our residential youth have 
outgrown last year’s coats. Will you help us bundle them up for 
winter? Visit our Amazon wish list to see sizes needed and order 
directly to our office: http://bit.ly/BTLAwishlist
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For 30 years, Boys Town Louisiana has positively impacted 
and changed the lives of thousands of children and families 
through its transformative care and services. Boys Town 
believes today, as our founder Father Edward Flanagan did 
over 100 years ago, that every child deserves a future, every 
family deserves to stay together, and every community 
deserves to thrive. Boys Town offers hope. But we offer hope 
as more than just an abstract concept; we substantiate it 
with programs and solutions grounded in our deep 
experience and supported by our decades of research.

Since opening in 1989, Boys Town Louisiana has focused on 
meeting the needs of youth and families through a variety of 
programs and services. We have continued to expand our 
services, and now serve 7,600 children and families in 
Louisiana each year.
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Save the Date:    
Giving Tuesday is Dec. 1
Despite a trying year, our community has risen up to support one 
another. As you may know, Giving Tuesday is a global movement 
that inspires hundreds of millions of people to give, collaborate, 
and celebrate generosity. And this year, we hope you will join  
Boys Town Louisiana’s campaign and mantra of what has gotten us 
through tough times: Teach Love!
Children are a product of their environment. When they’re in a 
home filled with anger, abuse, danger and condemnation, they are 
rarely able to grow and thrive. But when they’re around love, safety, 
compassion and understanding, they can grow into successful 
adults. At Boys Town Louisiana, we provide a safe place for children 
to grow. By donating this Giving Tuesday, you can ensure our 
services continue to help children look beyond a fearful past and 
forward into a hopeful future.

Here are some ways you can help:

Congratulations! 
The publication New Orleans City Business annually recognizes 
50 women whose successes in business and contributions to 
the community have made them leaders in the region. It also 
recognizes five nonprofit organizations that have gone above 
and beyond in serving the needs of local women, children, and 
the community. Boys Town Louisiana has been honored as one 
of the five nonprofit organizations of the year. And its Executive 
Director, Rashain Carriere-Williams, has also been named one of 
the 50 honorees.

“It has been a blessing to witness how we came together to 
respond to the needs of our citizens, especially at the height of 
the pandemic,” Carriere-Williams said. “Boys Town Louisiana was 
able to partner with local leaders, other nonprofits, and for-profit 
businesses to meet the needs of our citizens. I am blessed to be 
a part of a team that has dedicated themselves to taking care of 
the most vulnerable residents of our community.”

Read more about this recognition on boystown.org/louisiana 
and be on the lookout for this feature issue of City Business on 
November 20.

 1. 
Visit our Giving Tuesday  

page to donate at  
BoysTownLOUIS.givesmart.com!

  2. 
Sign up to be a Giving 

Tuesday champion  
and get a free Teach 

Love t-shirt!

  3. 
Invite friends  
and family to  
donate, too!

 4. 
Share our donation 
page on your social 

media accounts  
with #TeachLove!


