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For Children at Boys Town, Christmas Is
the Greatest Gift of All
At Boys Town, we create lasting
Christmas traditions and happy holiday
memories for our boys and girls that
can replace the sad, painful ones
they’ve experienced in the past.
We start by welcoming children into
a caring environment and giving them
the confidence and ability to change
their lives. This is especially important
at Christmastime, when every child
wants to know he or she is loved
and valued.
We teach children that Christmas is
about giving back. It’s a season of
remembrance, hope and love, and a
time our girls and boys will always
cherish as one of their favorite
childhood memories. The Christmas
traditions our youth learn at Boys Town
are gifts we hope they will pass on to
their children someday.
Boys Town provides children and
families with reasons to celebrate the
holiday. The words of our children tell
how Boys Town truly is a family and a
community, focused on making a
difference in the lives of young people
who need and deserve another chance.
For many of these children, it’s the first
time they’ve experienced being part of
a family at Christmas.

A Boys Town youth enjoying one of the holiday cards received from a supporter meant to spread
some cheer during the Christmas season.

“Christmas at Boys Town is so good
because you have a family that loves you,
and they teach you what Christmas
means. It felt good just to spend time with
my Family-Teachers and the other kids,
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and to know they were there for me. We
went to church first. This was nice because
the day is not all about gifts, but more
about the gift of God and family, and love.”
— Amy, 16

There is a void in the lives of most
children who come to Boys Town for
help and healing. Boys Town fills that
void with good things, big and small —
unconditional love, words of
See “Greatest Gift of All”: Page 4

Christmas at Boys Town Turns
Sadness into Hope and Healing
Dear Friend,
This year has been incredibly challenging for people all
over the world, including the kids and families at
Boys Town. That's why we strive to make the Christmas
season special, so our kids can experience the wonder and
joy this time of year brings.
Christmas at Boys Town can
be one of the happiest
At Boys Town, we seasons for our boys and girls,
at the same time one of
turn that sadness and
the saddest.
into hope and
It’s a happy time because
they are in a safe place where
healing, not just at they can celebrate this joyous
Christmas, but every holiday as part of a caring
For the first time, many
day. We provide family.
of our youth get to experience
children with a the thrill of opening brightly
gifts, the inner peace
sense of family and wrapped
that comes from singing
belonging, bringing “Silent Night” during church
and the pure delight
them into the light of services
of sitting down to share a
kindness, love and delicious Christmas dinner
caring people who truly
warmth they have with
want them to succeed.
It can also be a sad time
been missing.
because our kids are realizing
what they’ve missed during
the past Christmases of their young lives. Before coming
to Boys Town, they lived in homes where their parents
couldn’t afford to buy gifts or food for a special dinner.
Some kids suffered terrible abuse and neglect. For
many, Christmas was just another day with little or no
celebration. While other families were creating holiday
memories, these kids sat alone, trying hard to forget
their misery.
At Boys Town, we turn that sadness into hope and
healing, not just at Christmas, but every day. We provide
children with a sense of family and belonging, bringing
them into the light of kindness, love and warmth they
have been missing.
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As we prepare for Christmas at Boys Town, many of our
new children are just beginning to understand the joy and
wonder of the holiday season. Our boys and girls who
have been with us for a while are excited and full of
anticipation. Much of their enjoyment comes from helping
the newer kids get involved in putting up the tree,
shopping for the holiday feast, making Christmas cookies
and wrapping presents.
Come Christmas Eve, a quiet calm will descend on our
little Village and our homes at sites across the country.
Our boys and girls will sing carols, drink hot chocolate and
just enjoy being part of a family where each person is
loved and respected. On Christmas morning, they will
wake up to open gifts and then go to their place of
worship to celebrate the birth of the Savior. When they
come home, they’ll gather around the table for a special
Christmas dinner they all helped prepare.
Happy and sacred holiday traditions have been part
of Boys Town’s Christmas celebrations for more than
100 years. We fill our kids’ lives with fun Christmas
memories that will stay with them for the rest of their
lives, memories they can draw on to create holiday
traditions for their own families someday.
I also want to share that we lost an important member
of our Boys Town family this year when Father Val Peter, a
former National Executive Director, passed away. He was
always a fierce advocate for our kids, and he will be
greatly missed (see page 3 for more about Father Peter).
For myself and all of our girls and boys, I want to wish
you the happiest of holiday seasons and thank you for
your heartfelt generosity in everything you do to bring a
smile to the face of a child.
God’s Blessings and Merry Christmas,

Fr. Steven E. Boes
Boys Town National Executive Director

u Exemplary Caretaker of Father Flanagan’s Dream t

FATHER VALENTINE PETER
1934–2020

“Father Flanagan’s mission is a gift to all
of us. To carry out this mission requires an
enormous effort, but the blessings are
even greater.”
— Father Val Peter
Father Val Peter, former Boys Town
National Executive Director, passed
away peacefully on June 20, 2020 at the
age of 85.
Valentine Peter was born in Omaha,
NE, in 1934 and attended Holy Cross
Grade School and Creighton Preparatory
High School, which is where he decided
to become a priest. He then spent two
years at Immaculate Conception
Seminary in Missouri, studied for several
years at Gregorian University in Rome,
and was ordained in 1959. After earning
two doctoral degrees, he returned to
Nebraska and taught at St. John
Seminary, the College of St. Mary and
Creighton University.
In 1985, Father Peter was selected as
Boys Town’s fourth National Executive
Director, a role in which he faithfully
served until his retirement in 2005.
Throughout his two decades of service,
Boys Town grew and

expanded its life-changing services
across the United States to reach even
more children and families who
desperately needed help.
Father Peter was a devoted, tireless
steward of Father Flanagan’s dream to
help troubled children heal. Father Peter
made it a point to get to know each and
every child at Boys Town, and he had a
unique gift of remembering children’s
names, hometowns and information
about their backgrounds. This endeared
him to the children and let them confide
in him as a friend, advocate and priest
who cared about their well-being. Even
with his many leadership duties, Father
Peter always had time for the kids,
attending school functions, welcoming
new Boys Town citizens, greeting visitors
to the Home or just taking a few minutes
to offer a boy or girl words of
encouragement, kindness or prayer.
Father Peter strived to do everything
he could to ensure Boys Town’s children
knew they were in a place where people
truly cared about them and would help
them overcome their challenges and find
success. Few if any children ever left
Boys Town without a fond
memory of a

Father Val Peter became Boys Town's fourth
National Executive Director in 1985.

personal conversation or kind act
initiated by Father Peter. For most, that
memory will stay with them for a lifetime.
“I want to be someone who cares for
children, who loves them, who will be their
advocate. Somebody who will stand
strong on dark days. When they’re
troubled, they can say, ‘I can go to him
and something good can happen.’”
— Father Val Peter
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Continued from Page 1

encouragement, a willingness to
stand by even the toughest child –
that give children a solid foundation
for building a better future. We help
them find healing in body, mind and
spirit by showing them a different
way of life and giving them the
confidence to live it. When they
realize they are capable of changing
their behaviors and building caring
relationships, they are better able to
put the past behind them and move
forward with hope and a solid plan.
Christmas reinforces feelings of
hope, joy and love like no other
season. In all the activities that
surround the holiday, our kids see
and experience what a caring family
is and understand they are valued
members of that family. At
Boys Town, Christmas means
children laughing and smiling as
they decorate their trees and
homes, bake cookies, sing carols
and learn the true meaning of
sharing and caring.
The best Christmas ever was last year.
It was the first Christmas that I could
feel and say I had a family that was
there for me in the Christmas season. It
was my first Christmas at Boys Town. I
felt that all my friends and those who
cared about me stood by me and gave
me a Christmas I’ll never forget.
— Christian, 15

HEAR OUR KIDS PERFORM!

Christmas truly is a special time at Boys Town. One of our

great traditions is listening to the Boys Town choir perform Christmas
carols. The beauty and passion of these young voices spread the
season’s joy to all who hear them, and they would like to bring that joy
to you and yours this Christmas.

Listen to the Boys Town Choir sing “Hallelujah”
while watching a video showing the difference you
made in the lives of our children throughout the year.
Please visit BoysTown.org/Choir

As families across our great nation
follow their own cherished traditions
this Christmas, we hope they will say

a prayer for all the kids at Boys Town
who are just beginning theirs.

I felt like a princess ...
“I felt like a princess. I’d never had presents just for me,”
Mackenzie reflected on her Christmas at Boys Town. For those
children who are at Boys Town for Christmas, it is magical.
Become a part of the memories by being a Family Sponsor.
Join a family: visit BoysTown.org/FamilySponsor or
call 1-800-547-0093.
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BOYS TOWN NATIONAL HOTLINE®: 1-800-448-3000

Boys Town Answers Desperate Calls for Help
For more than 30 years, the
Boys Town National Hotline® and its
extended services have been
answering the calls of children and
parents who need immediate,
professional and compassionate
guidance and support.
Our Hotline was created so children
and parents could speak immediately
with trained counselors who can offer
valuable assistance and referrals,
24 hours a day, 7 days a week, all year
long. Our Hotline offers help with
issues ranging from parenting
problems to suicide prevention.
Your gifts enabled Boys Town to
answer and provide immediate help
to more than 20,000 suicide-related
calls last year!
Elizabeth was one of those
young people calling for help.
Here is a message she recently sent
to the Hotline thanking us for helping
her through her times of crisis and
getting her life back on track.
I want to thank you for all you have
done for me. I remember learning of
the Your Life Your Voice website when I
was around 18, and I used it often
between the ages of 18 and 20.
I have struggled with self-harm for
about four and a half years. I
remember at my lowest points I was
self-harming badly multiple times a
day, and I’ve had suicide attempts.
I started using the website for the
online chats. I would speak with
someone through chat who would
listen to me and help me come up with
some coping mechanisms I could try for
the night.
I remember one chat in particular
where I was self-harming while I was
chatting and I knew I shouldn’t, so I
asked if the counselor could call me on
the phone. I gave the person my
number and the counselor talked with
me on the phone while I cried. The
counselor calmed me down and
reassured me that what I was going
through was a lot.

"Kitty" is one of dozens of Crisis Counselors at the Boys Town National Hotline® who
answer the call when America’s children and families reach out for compassionate
support and assistance.

I was given a few
things I could try. At the
time, coping mechanisms to me
were small things I could do to help me
not self-harm for 5, 10, 30 minutes or so,
but those minutes I spent doing
something else were crucial in my
beginning steps towards recovery.
I wish I remembered the name of the
counselor I spoke with on the phone,
but it made a difference that night. I felt
cared for, and I felt like someone
wanted to help me.
I mainly used the chats but after the
experience on the phone, I realized that
because of my own struggle the phone
was probably the best and safest
option for me, because when I was on
the phone I couldn’t focus on selfharming at the same time.
I couldn’t have done all this without
the help of many people, and this
includes Your Life Your Voice and the
Boys Town National Hotline. I know
how much these websites have helped
me, and I know they have helped
countless other people in whatever they
are going through.

“I wish I remembered the
name of the counselor I spoke
with on the phone, but it
made a difference that night.
I felt cared for, and I felt like
someone wanted to help me.”
— ELIZABETH

BOYS TOWN NATIONAL HOTLINE CALLER

Thank you for all you have done for
me and continue to do for so many!
— Elizabeth

The Christmas season can be one of
the most stressful times of the year.
Because of this, we see our crisis call
volume increase as more teens and
families need our help.
Thank you for your support in
helping us to reach out to children
and families in distress through our
Boys Town National Hotline. It truly
made a difference for Elizabeth.
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Stand with Boys Town and Teach
“It costs
so little to
teach a child
to love, and
so much to
teach him
to hate.”
— FATHER EDWARD J. FLANAGAN
BOYS TOWN NATIONAL FOUNDER

This simple but profound statement was
made a century ago by Father Edward
Flanagan, founder of Boys Town. From its
inception, Boys Town welcomed every
child regardless of race, religion or creed.
At the time, many believed such
integration was scandalous. There were
threats and condemnation. But Father
Flanagan was steadfast in rejecting all
forms of discrimination, and he embraced
every child who needed hope, a helping
hand and a home.
Today, Boys Town remains committed to
the ideals of tolerance, respect, equality
and fairness. Every day, in our Family
Homes, our foster homes, our schools and
all of our youth-serving programs, we
teach children to choose love over hate,
calm over rage and justice over vengeance.
It's a lesson that needs to be heard and
taught in every home… now more than ever.
When misunderstandings and
suspicions cause us to fear those we
consider “other” or “different," it can lead
to the alienation, tension and friction
that many Americans have felt and
expressed. This is the cost of hate.
As people, we all must work to create a
more just, peaceful and equitable

society. We urge everyone to use this
moment of turmoil and pain to look
inside and see their part in this greater
racial problem. Boys Town promises to
continue to do the same.
As parents and caregivers, let’s commit
to investing in love by building solidarity in
our families, not barriers; by teaching and
modeling compassion and kindness to our
children rather than indifference and
cruelty. The change we want to see in our
world really does begin with us, with our
families and in our homes.
We humbly ask you to join
Boys Town to #TEACHLOVE and
make a commitment to promote
tolerance, respect and equality. Stand
with Boys Town and Teach Love.
Visit BoysTown.org/Teach-Love to
learn how.
With your help and support, we can
amplify a message of love, inclusion
and understanding so families and
communities can find a renewed
sense of hope, and our country can
begin to grow in new ways and heal.

The Joseph and Tiffany West Boys Town family proudly wear t-shirts promoting their commitment to #TEACHLOVE.
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Create Your Legacy
With an IRA Charitable
Rollover Gift
There is a way to make a
meaningful gift this year
to support Boys Town’s
mission of changing the way
America cares for its children
and families — the IRA
Charitable Rollover.

It’s Easy to Do!
Instruct your retirement
account custodian to send any
amount (up to $100,000) to
Boys Town this year. Because
Boys Town is tax exempt, there
is no tax paid on the transfer.
The money goes straight to
work toward our cause.
If you are 70½ or older, you
can use your individual
retirement account (IRA) to
support our cause.
Please call 888-332-3219,
visit BoysTownGift.org or email
giftplanning@boystown.org
to learn about how you can
create your legacy by making
an IRA charitable rollover gift
this year.

Endowing Your Future
CHARITABLE LIFE ESTATES

Do you own a home, vacation property or
farm? A gift of your property is one way you can
help build our endowment. With a charitable life
estate, you can make your gift to us today and
continue to use and enjoy the property during
your lifetime. This gift is as simple as deeding
your property to us with a provision in the deed
that permits your continued use. You are
entitled to a charitable income tax deduction,
and the property is removed from your estate.
In the future, our organization can sell or make
use of the property for our mission.
BEQUESTS

WHY GIVE TO OUR

ENDOWMENT?

The purpose of an endowment
fund is to financially sustain the
mission and work of our
organization. The principal of
an endowment is kept intact
and only the annual earnings,
typically income and a portion
of the capital growth, are used
to fund current needs.
Boys Town has established its
endowment so that we can
continue to carry on our
important work in the years
to come. You can make a
significant contribution to
further our mission… and it’s
easier than you might think.

A bequest is one of the easiest gifts you can
make to sustain our endowment. The most
familiar type of bequests are gifts made through
a provision in a will or trust. You can make a
bequest of a dollar amount, a specific asset, or a percentage of or the residue from
your estate. Our supporters like the fact that bequests are gifts that are made
through an estate plan and are revocable, meaning you still have the opportunity
to change your mind.
➤ To make a lasting difference, simply place the following language in your will:

I give, devise and bequeath to Father Flanagan’s Boys’ Home, Boys Town, NE
68010, Tax ID Number 47-0376606, (the sum of $___________ or ______ percent of
the rest, residue and remainder of my estate) for its general use and purpose.

Questions?
Contact the Office of Gift and Estate Planning at 888-332-3219
or visit us online at BoysTownGift.org.
The information contained in this briefing does not constitute legal or tax advice, and it is recommended
that you seek the advice of your attorney, professional tax advisor and/or financial planner prior to making
arrangements for a planned gift.
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