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Chambers Chapel
Gives Boys Town’s
Youth a Place to Heal
and Grow Spiritually

S

pringtime is a season of
awakenings and rebirth. It reminds
us of how our Boys Town children
come to us shattered and in need of
a fresh start in all aspects of their lives.
What makes Boys Town unique is our
emphasis on healing the body, mind and
spirit of young children.
Of the three, a child’s spirit is the most
difficult to heal. Many of our children
have lost their trust in others, and their
spirit is broken from all the pain and
misery they have endured in their young
lives. Many have lost their trust and faith
in God, while others don’t even know who
God is and how He can help them on their
journey to a better life.
The aspect of spirituality and its healing
power dates back to our early days, when
Father Flanagan founded Boys Town
almost 100 years ago. Its importance is
epitomized and immortalized in his
famous saying, “Every boy must learn to
pray; how he prays is up to him.” We
remain committed to carrying on that
belief today.

Thanks to a generous gift from Ray and Patti Chambers, troubled boys and girls have a place where they can heal their spirit
and begin to get better.

Boys Town has always tried to instill in
its children the central position God
must hold in their lives if they are to
recover from their emotional wounds
and find peace. When our children take
that message to heart, they grow in their
faith during their time at Boys Town and
maintain a strong spiritual life long after
they leave.
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As an organization, we have been
blessed to have two special places where
our children can grow and develop
spiritually — the Herbert B. Chambers
Protestant Chapel of the Nativity of Our
Lord and the Dowd Memorial Chapel of
the Immaculate Conception.
Chambers Chapel was completed in
1990 thanks to a generous donation by
the Chambers family of Morristown,
New Jersey. The first service was held
on Easter of that year. Recently, Ray
Chambers and his wife, Patti, visited the
chapel dedicated to Ray’s late father.
Following the visit, Ray was gracious
enough to sit down for an interview and
See “Chambers Chapel”: Page 4

Faith Is the Foundation of Hope and Healing
Dear Friend,
Easter and Passover beautifully symbolize
Boys Town’s mission of saving children and healing
families. Both are celebrations of redemption and new
life, which is what our boys and
girls strive for every day as
they move toward leading
productive, purposeful lives.
Faith is a wonderful thing. It
gives us the strength to believe
that anything is possible, that
we can rise above even the
darkest times. At Boys Town,
faith is the foundation on which
our boys and girls build their
hope and healing.
A big part of our work with
children focuses on helping
them develop a spiritual life.
— Father boes
This is something that sets us
apart from many other child
care organizations. We ask all
of our boys and girls to have faith — in us, in
themselves and in God. Each child is encouraged to
follow and practice his or her own religion or
spiritual belief, abiding by the message of our
founder, Father Edward Flanagan, who said, “Every
boy must learn to pray; how he prays is up to him.”
In encouraging our boys and girls to seek the
strength that comes from leading a life of faith, we
honor their spiritual beliefs while nurturing their
spiritual growth.

It takes time,
but it’s wonderful
when our kids begin
to understand
how God can help
them on their
journey of healing.
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Today, we echo the powerful spiritual messages
Father Flanagan helped establish as we carry on our
mission. This is what we tell our boys and girls: “Faith
replenishes the spirit and gives rise to new beginnings.
With the help of God’s love, you can find a new
direction for your life. Listen carefully to God in prayer
and to those around you who love you.”
Our children take that message to heart, growing in
their faith during their time at Boys Town and maintaining
a strong spiritual life long after they leave. It takes time,
but it’s wonderful when our kids begin to understand
how God can help them on their journey of healing.
Boys Town gives so many children and families the
opportunity they need to start fresh and make the
right choices in their lives. In this often tumultuous
world, there is a great and growing need for the kind
of help Boys Town has offered for more than 96 years.
As always, we thank you for your support, your
generous donations and your prayers for our children.
May this Easter and Passover season be one of great
joy and peace for you and your family.
God’s Blessings,

Father Steven E. Boes
Boys Town National Executive Director

Boys Town Expands Neurobehavioral Research Efforts
to Discover Breakthrough Child Care Practices

T

hroughout our history, Boys Town
has boldly embraced innovative,
ground-breaking approaches that
can help save children and heal
families. In keeping with that long
tradition, Boys Town has now launched
a project to expand our research and
potentially transform the lives of
children locally, nationally and globally.
The cornerstone of the initiative is a
state-of-the-art neurobehavioral
research center to be located at
Boys Town National Research
Hospital®. The center will use leadingedge imaging technology to improve
our understanding of how biology and
behavior work together to influence
child development and why children
behave in certain ways. This
technology will be combined with
Boys Town’s vast experience and
knowledge of child and family issues
and Boys Town National Research
Hospital’s 40-year history of medical
research to create new and better
treatment methods that can be
shared with others who serve
children and families.
Two major goals of this multifaceted
initiative will be acquiring an advanced
magnetic resonance imaging scanner
(MRI) that will provide critical new
insights into the behavioral and mental
disorders that affect children and
opening four new Boys Town Outpatient
Behavioral HealthSM Services clinics
across the United States.
The need for advanced neurobehavioral
research to improve diagnosis and
treatment is both urgent and great.
» One in five children suffers from a
behavioral or mental health problem.
» In the United States, delinquent
behaviors associated with mental
health and behavioral disorders are
pushing children into an

overburdened juvenile justice
system. Studies show that most
children (60 to 70 percent) in the
juvenile justice system have at least
one diagnosable mental health
disorder, and that 27 percent of
these youngsters have disorders
that are so severe they affect their
ability to function normally.
» Worldwide, mental illness ranks
second in terms of shortening the
life and productivity of children.
Boys Town has made great strides
through our decades of research and
program development, but even more
work needs to be done to help children.
The new research center is expected
to produce breakthrough advances in
treatment methods that could benefit
all children with behavioral and mental
disorders. New discoveries will be
used to improve and expand
Boys Town’s own programs and
services, and will be shared with
organizations and agencies, nationally
and globally, that serve at-risk youth
and families. One specific area where
research findings will be beneficial is in
ensuring that psychotropic medications
are used appropriately and in

moderation to address mental and
behavioral disorders in children.
Our expanded research efforts also
are expected to produce new, practical
child care strategies that parents can
use in their own homes. These will be
made available to parents and other
caregivers through Boys Town
websites like Parenting.org®.
Boys Town’s research expansion is a
significant investment toward bringing
hope and healing to more children and
families. Like all Boys Town efforts, it
will move from being a vision to
becoming a reality because of the
continued generous financial support
of our donors across the country.
“Boys Town’s advanced research
can discover new ways to ease the
suffering and uncertainty surrounding
children with behavioral and mental
health disorders,” explained Father
Steven Boes, Boys Town’s National
Executive Director. “We will initiate a
new generation of life-changing
treatment for these youngsters,
locally and globally. Now is the time to
realize our vision of healthier, happier
children who are no longer burdened
by their emotional, behavioral or
mental health problems.”

References: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Mental Health: A Report of the Surgeon General. Rockville, MD: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, Center for Mental Health Services,
National Institutes of Health, National Institute of Mental Health, 1999; World Health Organization. The Global Burden of Disease: 2004 Update. Geneva, Switzerland: WHO Press, 2008; M. Sickmund, T.J. Sladky, W. Kang, & C. Puzzanchera. Easy Access to the Census of
Juveniles in Residential Placement. Washington, D.C.: Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, 2008; J.J. Cocozza, K.R. Skowyra, & J.L. Shufelt. Addressing the Mental Health Needs of Youth in Contact With the Juvenile Justice System in System of Care
Communities: An Overview and Summary of Key Issues. Washington, D.C.: Technical Assistance Partnership for Child and Family Mental Health, 2010.
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Chambers Chapel Gives
Boys Town’s Youth a Place
to Heal and Grow Spiritually
Continued from Page 1
share the story of how the chapel
came to be. He reflected on his family’s
decision to gift the funds required to
construct Chambers Chapel.
“When my dad passed away in
1987, I wanted to do something in his
memory,” Ray said. “I recalled he
was a big fan of Boys Town. He would
buy the ‘He ain’t heavy, he’s my
brother’ stamps every year.”
Ray called Father Val Peter, who
was the Executive Director of
Boys Town at the time, and asked him
if there were any ongoing projects
that Boys Town needed help with.
“Father Peter told me about the
Protestant chapel project,” Ray said.
“There were now so many children
who were not Catholic, and they
desired a place of their own to
worship. I thought it was a
wonderful idea. We went out and
visited with
Father Peter and
saw the plans
and it just
seemed perfect.”
Over the past
three decades,
Ray has engaged
in his own
philanthropic
work. This work
has included
revitalizing the
ailing social
and economic
infrastructure of
his hometown
(Newark, New Jersey), and
promoting volunteerism and
mentoring of at-risk youth.
His father was a fan of Boys Town,
and Ray is too. He spoke of his
admiration for Boys Town’s focus on
treating the whole child — body,
mind and spirit — and Father
Flanagan’s founding belief of the
4

Because Boys Town’s Protestant youth are of many Christian denominations, Chambers Chapel is multi-denominational.
The 14 large banners between the roof trusses display emblems of the major Protestant denominations. The two
banners over the choir area represent the variety of denominations without specific emblems.

importance of prayer and spirituality
in the healing process.
Ray believed in and trusted
Boys Town’s approach enough that
one of his programs in Newark sent
a number of children who were
experiencing especially difficult
problems to Boys Town.
Ray reminisced about the success
of one youngster in particular.
“One young man was being made
fun of and being abused by his aunt’s
boyfriend. He didn’t have a mother,
father or grandparent. So he went to
Boys Town and at first had a difficult
time adjusting. The next spring,
Father Peter called me and told me
the young man had been elected
Mayor of Boys Town.
“It really enlightened all of our
spirits. When I talked to the young
man, I said, ‘What happened?
How did you do such an incredible
turnaround? You went from near
failure to becoming Mayor of
Boys Town.’ He said, ‘I’ve learned a
lot here and in the process, I got tired
of making excuses.’”

When asked what characteristics
of his father inspired the family to
dedicate the chapel to him, Ray
said, “He was a very dedicated
churchgoer, a church volunteer all
of his life, especially in the
Presbyterian Church.”
During their visit to Boys Town,
Ray felt his father’s spirit within the
beautiful chapel.
“I clearly felt his presence,” Ray
said. “And feeling something so
palpable like that reconfirmed what a
great combination it was for the
Protestant chapel at Boys Town to be
dedicated in his honor.”
For more than 20 years, Chambers
Chapel has been a beacon of hope for
thousands of children and families
seeking comfort, consolation and
spiritual growth. Thanks to the
generous gift of the Chambers
family, the chapel continues to be a
symbol of Boys Town’s commitment
to helping troubled boys and girls
transform their lives into a positive
balance of body, mind and spirit.

Chambers Chapel Facts
» Chambers Chapel’s majestic spire rises 71 feet above the ground.
Construction began in 1989, and the first service was held in 1990 on
Easter Sunday.
» Chambers Chapel seats 400.
» The aisle windows depict stories of the Old and New Testaments, with
special emphasis on issues important to children.

Chambers Chap

el

» Despite its bronze-clad doors and heavy wood timber hammerbeam
trusses, Chambers Chapel is light and airy due to the beautifully crafted
stained-glass windows.

A Foundation of Faith
Boys Town Executive Director Father Steven E. Boes echoes the powerful spiritual
messages of his predecessors...

“Faith is the foundation that gives us hope. It replenishes the spirit
and gives rise to new beginnings. With the help of God’s love, you
can find a new direction for your life. Listen carefully to God in prayer
and to those around you who love you. Leave behind the false self —
who you are not — and find your real self.”

Dowd Chapel Facts
» Dowd Chapel is inspired by the 15th-century Gothic churches of rural
England. It was dedicated on January 5, 1941, with the entire cost being
just under $200,000.
» Dowd Chapel seats 700.
Dowd Chapel

» The Carillonic Tower in Dowd Chapel consists of twenty-five notes in
two full octaves — which may be either played by hand from a keyboard
or automatically operated by a clock.
» The largest and most spectacular stainedglass window dominates the building facade
above the main entrance. A 64-rank Reuter
organ is unique to this area and has 3,892
pipes in the loft and can be operated from the
gallery organ.
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Boys Town Nevada Steers Youth from Trail of Crime to Path of Success

E

ven after losing his freedom in
youth detention facilities
numerous times, Nick would
always go back to his old ways.
And trouble and misery would follow.
In 2011, after two stints in juvenile
detention and being on parole, Nick
was involved in a police investigation.
He was later cleared as a suspect.
But when his parole officer later
visited Nick’s home, he discovered the
family had been evicted because a
SWAT team had destroyed the
property during a search that was
part of the investigation.
In July 2012, Nick, then 17, was
referred to Boys Town Nevada by the
state Youth Parole Bureau. At the

time, he was serving a court-ordered
placement at a youth correctional
center and was set to be released
in August.
Christine Cisneros, Director of
Boys Town Nevada’s Family Home
ProgramSM, received the referral from
Nick’s parole officer and requested a
phone interview with Nick.
“The parole officer informed me
that Nick was not going to be an easy
placement for Boys Town due to his
extensive history of criminal activity,
several school expulsions and
multiple violations of probation and
parole,” Christine said. “But we
decided to give Nick a chance and talk
to him.”

Nick shares a happy moment with his Boys Town Nevada Family-Teachers® Marina and Eric Fowlkes, and their daughter Havilah. With
Boys Town’s guidance, Nick turned his life around and headed to college.

“When we originally looked at Nick’s past history, we had concerns....
But when we met him, he was motivated and determined to put
his life on the right path. He just needed a chance.”
— Christine Cisneros

Director of Boys Town Nevada’s Family Home ProgramSM
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Nick had hit rock bottom and said
he was ready to make a change in his
life. He was willing to do whatever it
took to reunite with his family and get
his life back together.
“When we originally looked at
Nick’s past history, we had concerns,”
Christine said. “But when we met him,
he was motivated and determined to
put his life on the right path. He just
needed a chance.”
Nick was admitted to the site’s
residential program and placed in the
Family Home of Family-Teachers®
Eric and Marina Fowlkes.
Nick wasted little time adapting to
his new home and focusing on his
goal of turning his life around.
“Nick hit the ground running when
he arrived to our home,” Marina said.
“He was ready and willing to take on
any challenges. His schedule
consisted of early-bird classes,
normal school day, after-school
tutoring, track, Bible classes,
attending counseling sessions for
three hours three times a week,
homework, dinner help and chores.
Nick never complained and gave
100 percent in everything he did.”
Nick also excelled in school. With
the help of Marina and Eric, he
applied for college. In May 2013, he
received an acceptance letter from
Grand Canyon University, becoming
the first person in his immediate
family to go to college.
In August 2013, after graduating
high school with a cumulative GPA of
3.34, Nick left the Family Home
Program to start his freshman year at
Grand Canyon in Phoenix, Arizona.
“Nick came in and wanted to make
changes in his life,” Christine said.
“He knew Boys Town wasn’t going to
be easy but he really bought into his
Family-Teachers, and all the credit
goes to them and Nick.”
With Boys Town’s help, Nick has
taken big steps toward a life filled
with hope and possibility.

Couple Welcomes Blessing of a Child Thanks to Boys Town Texas

T

wo years and eight months.
That’s how long Janie and
Enrique Perez had to wait for the
little girl they call “God’s Grace” to
become part of their family.
The couple’s adoption of little Rachel
Grace Perez is a story of patience,
perseverance and a family’s partnership
with Boys Town Texas.
The story began nearly three years
ago when the Perezes, who live in the
San Antonio suburb of Cibolo and
already had an 18-year-old son, began
talking about growing their family. Janie
and Enrique knew they would like a little
girl. They discussed the matter at length
and they prayed about it.
They knew bringing another child
into their home would be a huge step.
They knew it would take time — and
money. They were well aware of the
process. They just needed a sign,
something that would push them,
encourage them to act.
And then it happened.
“We had been praying about it for a
while,” Janie said. “We prayed one
evening. Then the next day, this woman
showed up at the restaurant where
Enrique works. She had a bunch of kids
with her, and Enrique made a comment
about what a beautiful family it was.
They talked, and eventually Enrique
learned that all of the kids with her had
been adopted.”
The woman in the restaurant that day
with her family was Patricia Potts, a
Foster Family Services Consultant for
Boys Town Texas. Patricia had indeed
adopted the five children who were with
her, and as she and Enrique talked, she
learned that he and his wife were
interested in adopting a little girl.
“I told Enrique about Boys Town,”
Patricia recalled. “I told him we could
help them.”
The first step involved helping the
Perezes become Foster Parents for
Boys Town Texas. In that role, Janie and
Enrique provided care whenever
children needed a safe place to live on
short notice. The couple truly enjoyed
having kids around the house, but

The happiness Rachel Grace brought to the home of Enrique and Janie Perez was well worth the lengthy journey it took to finally give
the little girl a loving family.

continued to wait for a child they could
have an opportunity to adopt.
Finally, the couple welcomed their
first foster child for whom adoption was
a goal. It was Rachel Grace, who had
been born prematurely and weighed
only three pounds at birth.
As the little girl grew healthier and
gained weight in their home, the
Perezes grew more and more attached
to her. They eventually decided this was
the child they wanted to adopt.
But that was just the beginning of
what would become a long, stressful
journey to give Rachel Grace a loving,
permanent family.
“There were a lot of complications in
their case,” Patricia said. “Anytime a
foster family takes in a child, the intent
is to get the youth back with his or her
original family. Rachel had brothers, but
it was a grandmother that was caring
for the boys. Because of her being
premature at birth, her grandmother
was not able to care for Rachel.”
Family issues and other complications
further delayed the adoption, leaving the
Perezes and Rachel Grace caught in the
middle. But when the couple needed
legal representation to move the process
along, Boys Town Texas was able to help.
After numerous court dates and
other delays, Janie and Enrique were
able to adopt their “God’s Grace.”

“It seemed like it took forever, but we
were so thankful when it finally
happened,” Janie said. “Boys Town was
always there. It’s not just the paperwork
and all the procedures. There was a lot
of stress and depression. Patricia has
always helped me with my stress. She
helped us with faith. Boys Town was like
family to us. It’s so much more than an
organization. They go that extra mile in
every instance. And it is something we
will always be grateful for.”
Janie laughs now when she talks
about Rachel and the adoption process.
And while she and Enrique have their
hands full chasing after their active little
girl, it hasn’t hampered their efforts to
continue to work with Boys Town Texas.
“We still do fostering,” Janie said. “I
take newborns up to the age of 3
whenever Boys Town needs me. It has
become a part of my life. I get bored
whenever I don’t have little ones
running around.”
Patricia says she is proud to see Janie
and Enrique as new parents.
“They are a model family for me and
for Boys Town,” she said. “It was a long,
hard process for them. But they made it.
They did everything right and it paid off
for them in a big way. Rachel is our
Boys Town baby! She truly is a blessing
for the Perez family.”
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Bequest Options:
IRAs and
Insurance Policies
retirement asset like an IRA
or 401(k) makes an excellent
bequest. Here’s why:
If you give your IRA to your
family, much of the value would
be depleted through estate and
income taxes. By designating
Boys Town as the beneficiary of
part or all of your IRA, the full
value of your gift is transferred
to us tax free at your death and
your estate receives a
charitable deduction.
Similarly, if an insurance
policy is gifted to Boys Town at
your death, your estate avoids
paying tax on the asset value
and receives a charitable
deduction. To make a bequest of
your IRA, another retirement
account or a life insurance
policy, obtain a beneficiary
designation form from your plan
custodian or insurance company
and designate Boys Town
as beneficiary.

Leave a Lasting Legacy of Giving

W

e all desire significance — to lead happy and fulfilled lives surrounded
by family and friends. For many of us, there is a compelling need to
make a difference that leads us to ponder our legacy. What kind of
legacy will you leave? A bequest is perhaps the easiest and most tangible
way to leave a lasting impact on the people and organizations that mean the
most to you.

A Bequest Is One of the Easiest Gifts to Make to Boys Town
With the help of an advisor, you can include language in your will or trust
specifying a gift to be made to family, friends or Boys Town as part of your
estate plan. A bequest may be made in several ways:
»
»
»
»

Gift of a dollar amount
Gift of a specific asset
Gift of a percentage of your estate
Gift of the residue of your estate

The Benefits of Making a Charitable Bequest
One benefit of a charitable bequest is that it enables you to further Boys Town’s
work long after you are gone. Better yet, a charitable bequest can help you save
estate taxes by providing your estate with a charitable deduction for the value of
the gift. With careful planning, your family can also avoid paying income taxes on
the assets they receive from your estate.
For more information on the benefits of making a charitable bequest
to Boys Town or for sample bequest language to complete your
charitable plan, please visit our website at boystowngift.org or contact
our Gift and Estate Planning office today at 888-332-3219
or giftplanning@boystown.org.
The information contained in this briefing does not constitute legal or tax advice, and it is
recommended that you seek the advice of your attorney, professional tax advisor and/or
financial planner prior to making arrangements for a planned gift.
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