
1. Before I came to Boys Town, I was very depressed, hopeless and had no intention of making it another day.  I was failing in 
my classes, ignoring my family and losing my faith.  Myself and everyone else gave up on me.  

When I came, I kept everything inside and I burst.  I was noncompliant, running away, being disrespectful.  Somehow or 
other, I opened up to my Family-Teachers and teachers.  They helped me.  I couldn’t believe it.  I am now on my way to do 
anything positive, even with my family.  Boys Town has helped save my life.  I don’t think I would even make it this far to 
graduation.  Thank you Boys Town.          

             — Addie

2. When I came to Boys Town, I was drug dependent, ran with gangs and was constantly abused at home so I learned to 
mistreat and hate everyone else.  I could not control my emotions.  I had suicide attempts.  I didn’t listen to anyone.

When I came, I was very mad.  I was unwilling to make any attempt to change.  Boys Town took me off that path and 
started showing me the light.  I don’t know how it happened.  I am very grateful.  Thank you Boys Town.   
             — Ben

 3. Before I came to Boys Town, I was wild, hung out with the wrong crowd and started smoking when I was 13.  I started 
hanging out with older people.  I was put into the court system.

When I came, I wasn’t happy.  I felt my life was being transformed into someone I’m not.  

I was terminated and realized I needed to come. I came back with my old Family-Teachers and all of a sudden I started to 
get better.  Thank you Boys Town.         

             — Gina
   4. When I came, I was in a gang.  I didn’t listen to people.  I was in and out of jail.  I didn’t care about anybody.  I didn’t care 

about myself.  The streets were my home.  I had no love.  My heart was hardened as cold as the winter.  I got shot twice, 
almost died.

When I came, I hated being here.  I didn’t listen to anybody.  Somehow or other, I decided to change for the better.  I can’t 
explain it.  Thank you Boys Town.    

             — Marc

5. My story is not like many of the Boys Town kids.  Many of you have been involved in drugs and gangs.  I made a few friends 
and eventually got hurt.  People at school made my life even worse.  I wished I’d never been born.  I was a mistake.  

Have any of you seen a tornado?  Just bear with me.  I was a tornado when I first came.  I thought this place was a joke.  
I mean what person thinks of a point card?  How stupid.  I tried to act like I was all bad.  It didn’t work very well.  Finally, I 
can’t begin to tell you all the wonderful things Boys Town has done for me, my Family-Teachers, Jeni and Jeff.  They are my 
family.  I cherish them.  I have become a leader.  Thank you Boys Town.     

             — Hilda

It’s always a great day when boys and girls graduate from Boys Town High School.  It is not like 
graduating from any other high school in the United States.  Why?  Because here when you graduate, 
you leave home.  This has been your home for a long time.  Other schools are nice places, wonderful 
places, but they weren’t your home.  That’s why there is lots of joy and lots of sorrow, lots of 
laughter and lots of tears. We hope you are inspired by their reflections.  
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  6. I was on the wrong path.  It was leading me to one of two places, either the cemetery or the jail.  I was smoking weed, 
stealing money, stealing cell phones to get money for drugs.

When I came, I did not want to be here.  I fought the system and did not listen.  Through my time here, I’ve been on a 
subsystem 48 times if you can believe it.  And I was in Intervention & Assessment once.  They never gave up on me.  
I can’t believe it.  Finally, I decided that I was dumb and needed to get better.  I tried and it worked.  Even my 
relationship with my mom got better.  Thank you Boys Town.       
            — Murphy

     7. I didn’t have the best life.  My dad had physically abused me and I turned to drugs to look for a more peaceful me.  I 
started physically abusing others, especially my younger siblings and I didn’t want to be around anyone unless they 
had drugs and were willing to share.  I started stealing.  I lied.  I never went to school.  The world, as I saw it, was a 
bad place.

When I came, I was very angry.  I was quiet and shy and hated everyone.  I didn’t talk to anyone.  I got in a lot of 
trouble at school and at the house.  I didn’t let Boys Town touch me.  I got in a big argument with my mom over my 
attitudes and all of a sudden I started to change.

Once I let Boys Town help me, I actually took it to heart.  Boys Town has done a lot for me.  I’ve been sober for a long 
time.  My grades have gone up.  I’ve learned how important my future is.  I am very grateful.  Thank you Boys Town. 
            
            — Georgia

 8. When I came to Boys Town, I suffered from abandonment issues.  I was not a good child.  I ran from my problems and 
mistakes.  My family tried everything and finally sent me to Boys Town.  

When I first came, I was a terrible mess, a trouble maker.  

One day I realized that Boys Town was a home.  They gave me a place where I really counted, a real family, a real 
home.  I didn’t have to worry about being beaten or being scared.  I had a family.  They allowed me the opportunity to 
graduate.  I couldn’t believe it.  I’ve been in JROTC and a leader on campus.  I’ve done sports all three years.  I 
successfully maintained a 3.0 GPA.  Thank you Boys Town.       
            — Harry

9. When I came to Boys Town, I had a temper.  I did not respect authority.  I skipped school, stole from my mom and 
wanted to do what I wanted.  I was spoiled and came from a good family. 

It is weird.  I said to myself when I came: I am going out into the country, Nebraska.  Everything was weird.  People 
talk weird.  They dress weird.  The one man I looked up to was Coach Fall.  He taught me to not give up.  I was still 
pretty disrespectful, but that changed the end of my sophomore year and I noticed that people really do care for me.  
I couldn’t believe it.  

I couldn’t believe how good you folks were to me.  Thank you Boys Town. 
            — Johnny 



1. Before I came to Boys Town, I had a good family.  They loved me.  They wanted the best for me.  I was selfish.  I took 
advantage of them, even my friends.  I started to use drugs and alcohol to solve my problems and they caused me more 
problems.  My family made multiple attempts to help me, but I would reject them.  They never gave up trying.  I never 
wanted them in my life.  I became depressed and thought drugs would fill my void.  

When I came, I first hated it.  I remember I was standing at my swearing-in ceremony while Father Peter was talking and 
he said the famous words: “If you don’t want to be here, come talk to me and you can leave.”  I stood there debating on 
whether to talk to him or not, but my Family-Teachers managed, somehow or other, to help with positive feelings.  They 
were always so kind and open hearted I couldn’t believe it, even when I didn’t accept it.

Boys Town has done countless things, starting with giving me a second chance.  My Family-Teachers got me involved in 
things I never thought I was capable of, including cheerleading and the National Honor Society.  I became a CNA.  I am so 
grateful Boys Town.          

             — Tina

2.When I came to Boys Town, I didn’t care anymore.  I didn’t even care about myself.  I would go out with my friends and not 
tell my parents.  I was numb.  The only way I ever felt anything was if I cut on myself.  I was covered with scars.  I couldn’t 
begin to count the number of times I tried to kill myself.

When I first came, I was scared.  That was mostly because I was lonely.  I missed my home.  Deep down, I loved my family.  
I was angry and hurt that my parents brought me here.  

Boys Town has given me the opportunity to make changes that I could never make.  They are amazing people.  God has truly 
blessed me.         

             — Sylvia
 3. Before I came to Boys Town, I didn’t care about anything or anyone except myself.  All the wrong things were my motivation 

and I had no ambition.  I wasn’t going to school.  I only had fun by being drunk or high.  I blamed things on everyone else.  
It was never my fault.

When I first came, I did not want to be here.  I told myself I was going to leave.  I didn’t want to follow instructions.  I didn’t 
want to accept feedback.  I was very angry.  I had lots of troubles.  

I don’t know how they did it, but they started to turn me around and I started to like some of the things I was doing well.  
Thank you Boys Town.          — John

   4. Before I came to Boys Town, I was very defiant and did not respect anybody’s authority, especially my mother’s.  Before I 
came, it was always me, me, me.  My mom asked me to do something.  I always told her I would do it later.  
When I came, I felt as if I had to fake it to make it.  I did almost everything perfect.  I was being nice, extra kind and I 
couldn’t believe it.  When I did that, I actually started to change instead of making it all fake.  I liked it.  I couldn’t believe it.  
It was amazing.  Thank you Boys Town.   

             — Joey

It’s always a great day when boys and girls graduate from Boys Town High School.  It is not like 
graduating from any other high school in the United States.  Why?  Because here when you graduate, 
you leave home.  This has been your home for a long time.  Other schools are nice places, wonderful 
places, but they weren’t your home.  That’s why there is lots of joy and lots of sorrow, lots of 
laughter and lots of tears. We hope you are inspired by their reflections.  
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5. Before I came, I was what people called a problem child.  For no apparent reason, I did not like a lot of other people.  I 
was not into drugs, fighting, running away.  I was a kid who would disrespect the most important people in my life, my 
parents.  Even though they did nothing wrong, it gave me the opportunity to yell and scream at them.   

When I came, I had already been in two different placements.  One was Bryan LGH Hospital in Lincoln and the other 
was the Grand Island Shelter.  In Grand Island, I got used to the point card and the staff (they were the best part).  
From there, I was ready to learn and did I ever learn.  Boys Town has done a lot for me.  They helped my parental 
relationship.  They have been able to provide with me the means to help me become a better person.  Thank you Boys 
Town.             
            — Robert

  6. Before I came, I was involved in selling drugs, gang activities.  I was constantly in trouble in school and I never went 
home when I was supposed to.  I was a bad influence on my younger brothers.  My mom didn’t want me running the 
streets.  I disrespected her.

I wanted to leave right away when I came.  I knew if I left I would not be successful.  I needed to make it work.  That 
may soundfunny.  I struggled with saying OK to everything, but eventually my Family-Teachers taught me the skills.  I 
realized there are lots of caring people here.  Thank you Boys Town.  

            — Jerod

 7. Before I came to Boys Town, I did a lot on my own.  I hung out with the wrong people and did what I liked to do and 
that was drugs and alcohol.  I was in and out of the probation center for many years.

When I first came, it was difficult to work with everybody and make friends here.  I didn’t like the rules and I couldn’t 
do what I liked.  I planned to run from the start.  I didn’t like living with these strange people.  I was hostile towards 
everyone.  

Boys Town taught me a lot of things about life.  They taught me to care more and not be hostile towards new people I 
meet.  I learned how to get through the day without arguing and without being angry.  I was surprised.  Thank you 
Boys Town.             
            — Blake

 8. Before I came to Boys Town, drugs and alcohol had taken control of me.  I wasn’t getting along with my family or 
doing good in school.  I was failing the game of life.  I am actually glad I came to Boys Town to graduate from this 
historical place.  

When I first came, it was well needed.  I was a mess.  I was not getting along with anyone around me.  I graduated the 
program successfully, but then fell down.  When I came the second time, it was such a blessing.  It was for the best.  
I’m glad I came back.  Thank you Boys Town.   

            — Tony

9. Before I came to Boys Town, I was heartless, selfish, a drug addict and only did things for my own benefit.  I smoked 
every day, skipped school, got high, stole money from my mom and grandma to get high.  I didn’t care.  I started doing 
cocaine, popping pills and smoking other things.  That’s when I really lost myself.  I turned heartless.  I didn’t care 
about anybody’s feelings.  I was plain rude.  I was addicted to drugs.  I realized I wasn’t me anymore.

When I came, the only difference was that I wasn’t using drugs all the time.  I faked it to make it.  But then one day, I 
realized I could not make it unless I let the program help me.

I learned that I could live my life drug free and could get through things well.  I learned to ask for help I need by 
expressing my feelings instead of holding them inside.  I began to build healthy relationships.  Boys Town has brought 
my family back together and healed the wounds.  Boys Town has taught me to have friends of the opposite sex and be 
appropriate with them.  In general, Boys Town has helped me work on every aspect in my life and I am very grateful 
for that.  I can help others and I am very grateful my life is happy again.      
            — Allison



1. Before I came to Boys Town, I struggled with suicidal thoughts and acts of self-harm.  I felt there was no escape from my 
troubled darkness.  My grades dropped.  I got kicked out of school and had many trips in and out of the hospital.    

When I came to Boys Town, I became very mean thinking if I could be mean they would throw me out.  I yelled.  I got angry 
and shut down until one day I realized my Family-Teachers, Scott and Kim Kavanaugh, would never give up on me.  

What Boys Town has done for me is give me a loving home and two very compassionate people in Scott and Kim.  It has 
given me the potential for a new life.  I can’t believe it.  Thank you Boys Town.      
             — Alice

2. Before I came to Boys Town, I was horrible.  I was hanging out on the streets, fighting, doing drugs and disobeying my 
family.  I didn’t care about school, teachers or other people, even myself.  I would get so high I would pass out every time.  
I would fight with my father and my brother.  

When I came, I didn’t trust anybody.  And then after a while, I got on achievement, I got to know my new brothers in the 
house and this became my second family.         

Boys Town has given me the strength to do right, to have a better relationship with my family and now I do know how to 
become a man, how to deal with frustrations and how to overcome anxiety.  My football coaches taught me how to compete 
with character.  My teachers taught me how to participate in class.  Thank you Boys Town.     
             — Aaron

 3. Before I came to Boys Town, I was on the path to destruction, headed in a downward spiral wrecking every good thing and 
every good relationship in my life.  I did nothing but manipulate and lie to my parents.  I broke every single rule they gave 
me.  I did whatever I could in order to get my way.  That all changed when I came here.

When I came, I was just going to fake it to make it.  I didn’t care to change.  I didn’t want to.  I was just here to do my time 
and get back to the horrible things I was doing.  After about two months, I knew I wanted to change.  I was so sick of 
disappointing my parents and everyone around me.  Boys Town opened my eyes and made me realize I was destroying my 
life.  I knew God had led me here for a reason and that reason saved my life.

Boys Town has completely saved my life.  I’ve been on the honor roll every since.  I am a member of National Honor Society, 
a student ambassador, a peer minister and I am known as a leader.  I am involved in volleyball, cheer and soccer.  I had a 
job at the fire station.  I thank God every day for leading me here and helping me become the person He intended me to be.  
Thank you Boys Town.  

             — Katherine

4. Before I came to Boys Town, I had severe anxiety and insomnia.  I never slept.  I was always anxious.  I stopped going to 
school and lost all motivation.  I did not get along with my parents.  I swore to myself once and moved out.  I would not 
contact them ever again.  I cut everyone out of my life.  I was not the person I wanted to be and was at the lowest point of my 
life.

When I came, I felt like a failure.  I didn’t think I should be here because I had already done my time in jail.  Deep down, I 
knew this was where I needed to be to turn my life around.  

You have done so much for me.  I would never be going to college.  You have opened so many doors.  I love my 
Family-Teachers and the girls in my house.  Most importantly, you’ve taught me how to be happy again.  Thank you Boys 
Town.              
             — Kristi

It’s always a great day when boys and girls graduate from Boys Town High School.  It is not like 
graduating from any other high school in the United States.  Why?  Because here when you graduate, 
you leave home.  This has been your home for a long time.  Other schools are nice places, wonderful 
places, but they weren’t your home.  That’s why there is lots of joy and lots of sorrow, lots of 
laughter and lots of tears. We hope you are inspired by their reflections.  
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   5. Before I came to Boys Town, I gave no respect and expected none back.  I didn’t want to care.  I couldn’t forgive myself.  
I left a lot of ties undone.  I hurt people and didn’t try to apologize.  I ran the streets.  I used marijuana.  I lost my sense 
of heart.  Alcohol ruined my house.  My mom drinks, even now, and makes it a top thing on her grocery list.  I never 
went home because I was too drunk the night before.  I got up and just drank again.  I finished my freshman year with 
a half credit.

When I came, I didn’t care.  I was wild and destructive.  I realized I’ve got to do what I’ve got to do.  I was hard headed.  
I wasn’t willing to listen to anyone.  I was so closed minded.  I believed I would just fake my way through.  I was all 
alone in some strange state called Nebraska.  I dropped all contact with everyone.  I didn’t call my mom or dad.  I tried 
to make sure they didn’t call me.  

I had teachers like Coach Petry who taught me how to walk like a man, how to step out of my father’s shadow into my 
own.  You have given me a life I didn’t want before and you taught me to love it.  I have grown up from a little boy who 
thought he was a gangster.  I’m now on my way.  Thank you Boys Town.

            — Juan

6. Before I came to Boys Town, I stole, cheated and lied on a daily basis.  I had no ambition to do what God wanted me to 
do.  I was selfish and hateful toward my parents.  I was in and out of the court system.  I hated my family, the only 
people who loved me, and I didn’t care.

When I came to Boys Town, I was just here to do time.  I walked like a Boys Town youth, talked like a Boys Town youth, 
acted like a Boys Town youth, but my heart wasn’t in it.  But then something happened.  I started liking being a Boys 
Town youth.  

You taught me how to love my parents again.  I learned to care for my friends and, most of all, how to love God.  The 
love I found has brought a significant change in me, a change of heart, a change of mind and a change of spirit.  Thank 
you Boys Town.       

            — Dustin

7. Before I came to Boys Town, I was going through a rough time with my family.  I was suicidal.  I was aggressive.  I had 
been in the hospital many times.  When I was at home, I would shut myself in my bedroom and avoid people.  When I 
came out of my room, I usually started to fight.  I came to Boys Town when I needed it the most.

When I came, I started at the IRTC on 30th Street.  I only stayed two weeks and moved to TGH.  I was there for a 
month.  When I got to campus my first day, I was without privileges almost every day for a long time.  

Even when my Family-Teachers tried to help me with my problems, I refused help.  Finally, I opened my heart and let 
them help me.  You have changed me.  You have saved my life.  Thank you Boys Town.

            — Joani
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